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“Class of 2010 Graduation”
Saturday, May 29th - 10:30 a.m.

Falcon Excellence!!!

It was a night to celebrate the achievements of the members of the Class of 2010 at this year’s Senior
Academic Awards Honors Night held April 29th in the Student Cafeteria.  The current Academic Top
10 seniors are:  (front) Melanie Benford, Cristina Estrada, Darryl Chavers, Crystal Payne, Mystiqik
Woods, & Takiya Shemwell; (back) Kaysha Jones, Sydney Caldwell, Tasheik Kerr, & Sara Curtis.

Falcon Class of 2010
Set to Soar Free

Seniors Celebrate at Awards Night

Continued on pg. 5...

“By the Light of the Moon”

     It was a night of honor
and celebration as over 125
seniors where honored at
this year’s Senior Aca-
demic Honors Awards
Night held April 29, 2010,
in the student cafeteria.
The event awarded seniors
for outstanding academic
achievement in all subject
areas, special recognition,
honor roll and top 10 stu-
dents.  Newly installed Stu-
dent Council officers

Dominick Dixon and
Jacqueline Schmitt served
as masters of ceremonies
for the night.  Director of
Student Activities Lee R.
Talley coordinated the pro-
gram.
Departmental Awards:
     Social Studies:
Cristina Estrada, Kiara
Griffin & Takiya
Shemwell.
     Special Programs:
Shanae Braswell, Andrew

Pritchett & John Vernon.
     Business:  Melanie
Benford (Marketing),
Tavien Richburg (Key-
boarding), Sarai Sadle
(Business Law), & Julian
Shield (Keyboarding).
     Culinary Arts:  Sergio
Munoz.
     Child Development:
Brittany Hebron & Jocelyn
Richardson.
     Clothing Design:
Mercedes Jones, Kayla
James & Shanda Owens.
     Automotive Service
Technology:  David
Enabulele & Ramon
Rodriguez.
     Project “Lead the
Way”:  Sara Curtis, William
Jett, Willie Straughter, &
John Vernon.
     English:  Ayodotun
Aboloye, Kiara Griffin,
Kendra Landrum, Kaprice
Norwood & Tavien
Richburg.
     Science:  Sara Curtis,

Continued on pg. 4...

     It will be one of the proudest moments of their young
lives as the Class of 2010 gets ready to stroll across the
stage and out the door on Saturday, May 29th as the Class
of 2010 prepares to celebrate this year’s graduation.  The
ceremonies will begin promptly at 10:30 a.m.  Doors
will open at 9:30 a.m. and all audience members must
have a ticket.  There is handicapped seating on the floor
of the main gymnasium.  No balloons, flowers, gift items
will be allowed in the building (they must be left out-
side the building).  All graduating seniors must arrive
by 9 a.m. to their assigned classrooms in upper “B’ or
upper “C” hallway and be dressed appropriate accord-
ing to graduation dress code guidelines.  The list of
graduates listed below is as of Tuesday, May 18, 2010
and is subject to change.
     Arts & Communications:
     Dwayne Adams (Q), Michael A. Adams, Markeist
D. Banks, Shawnta Quinay Barnett, Jasmine Nicole
Barrett (Q), Julia Berg, Christen Diamond Boddie (Q,
NF, T), Camren Lee Brown, Jasmine Dominique Brown,
Morgan Chastity Burrel, Orrin Sylvester Chaplin,
Arianna Denise Clark, Ariel La’Nise Clark (NF, T), Hali
Lynette Costanzo, Ashley Jovan Cunningham, Jasper
Deonte Cureton, Steven William Danridge, Demetrius
T. Delaney, Gabrielle Daniela Dillon (Q, N, NF, T), Jes-
sica Mo’Nique Dixon, D’Andre W. Donnell, Samuel Lee
Earl, Johnathan Charles Ellison, Dajahnee’ Dasheaira
Fulton (S, P, N), Erika Goode-Perry (Q, S, NF, T), Kiara
Lashay Griffin* (Q), Querida LaShay Guider (T), Ken-
neth Wayne Hannah, Timothy L. Hardy, Janita Whitney
Harris (Q, NF), Malcolm L. Harris, Terry J. Harris,
Marques Edwin Harvey, Marcel Drake Hoover, Brittney
S. Hopgood (Q, S, N), James Hopkins, Heather Jackson
(T), K’lah Jenay Jackson (NF), Donnice K. Jones.

Prom Photo Pages 16-19
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Underclassmen Earn Plaudits for 2009-10
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     In two separate ceremo-
nies over 150 underclass-
men were honored for their
outstanding achievement at
this year’s Underclass Aca-
demic Honors Awards held
May 14, 2010, in the stu-
dent cafeteria.  The event
awarded juniors, sopho-
mores and freshmen for
outstanding academic
achievement in all subject
areas, special recognition,
honor roll and top 10 stu-
dents.  House Leaders Nick
Stoming (HHS), Ken
Konopasek (BENT),
Carolyn Hall, and Kim
McNamara presided over
the event.  Director of Stu-
dent Activities Lee R.
Talley coordinated the pro-
gram.
     Departmental Awards:
     Social Studies: Eric
Alexander, Natasha Banks,
Caraleatha Dixon, Jamari
Foster, Blake Gilbert,
Nichelle Harvey, Shantora
Perkins, & Marcell Wade.
     Business:  Michael
Allen, Kalyn Malone,
Cassidy Myricks, & Felisa
Ogunyemi.
     English:  Jartice
Booker, Diamond Heard,
Dasia McCain, Xavier
McMillan, Shanquiya
Parker, Davion Russell,
Diana Salazar, Ivette
Salazar, & Brie-Anna Wil-
liams.
     Reading:  Debra Beal,
Jartice Booker, Angel
McMiller, & Veronica
Walker.
     Science:  Carrie Dunn,
Angelique Graham,
Shantora Perkins,
Thelandria Rufus, Diana
Salazar, Veronica Walker,
& Xavier Wilson.
     Mathematics:
Franshawn Attaway,
BevLisa Baker, Debra Beal,
Austin Berryhill, Eboni
Davis, Carmen Emanuel,
Sharnice Gainey, Shaniqua
Gardner, Vincent Jones,
Kortne Muhammad, Jer-
emy Nance, Davion
Russell, Keyanna Smith,
Derrick Wilson, & Antonio
Woods.
     Child Care Lab:
BevLisa Baker.
     Culinary Arts:  Juvenal
Estrada.

     Clothing Design:  Mary
Ogunbameru.
     Automotive Technol-
ogy:  Joshua Colone.
     Health:  Brendon
Geans-Emery.
     Physical Education:
Darrin Watkins & Derrick
Wilson.
     Speech:  Destiny Th-
ompson & Jasmine
Witherspoon.
     Foreign Language:
Austin Berryhill, Angelique
Graham, Myshell Johnson,
Wakeelah Ollie, MaKella
Smith, & Antonio Woods.
     Visual Art:  Bryant
Lyons & Shantora Perkins.
     Instrumental Music:
Jason Jones, Vincent Jones
& Jonathan Williams.
Special Recognition
Award:  Alexzandria
Clemmons (All State
Band).
     Perfect Attendance:
Kevin Manning & Gregory
Sorrell.
Distinguished Scholars:
     Freshmen:  John Ander-
son, Xavier McMillan,
Cierra Ousley, Keyanna
Smith, &
Amanda Watt.
     Sophomore:  Courtney
Chavers, DeMarco
Edwards, Tiffany Jefferson,
Vincent Jones, Ariel
McClinic, Elaine Russell,
& Diana Salazar.
     Juniors:  Antonio
Daniel, Marquese Grimes
& Reginald Smith.
Meritorious Scholars:
     Freshmen:  Ayewande
Awoyemi, Cortez Banks,
Sharise Gainey, Alexia
Hankerson, Nichelle
Harvey, Joshua Hunter, An-

gela Jacinto, Letice
Johnson, Brianna Lewis,
Andrea Magee, Siduri
Purnell, Diamond Reeder,
Tikia Shorter, Terry Wash-
ington, Deonna Williams,
& Marvin Willis.
     Sophomores:
Khadeijah Bradley-Bills,
Christline Charles, Anto-
nio Crosby, Brian Geiger,
Tiffahnee Ivery, & Telicia
Shelton.
     Juniors:  Michael
Allen, Reginald Bates,
Markist Booker, Melissa
Boyer, Steven Byers,
Chanel Carter, Shaniqua
Gardner, Sharna’ Hines,
Jason Jones, Kevin Man-
ning, Shaquila Nelson,
Adeyinka Ogunsanya,
Andreanna Rice,
Thelandria Rufus, Britini
Scroggins, MaKella
Smith, Quiana Warden, &
Jonathan Williams.
TR Scholars:
     Freshmen:  Joscelyn

Franklin, Klente Geiger,
Blake Gilbert, DeShun
Givance Jr., Joshua
Howard, Marcus Hubbard,
Ulric Jones, Destini King,
Denae Martin, Briana
McKnight, Londale
Mitchell, Layla Nash-Hill,
Shanel Phillips, Brittany
Stokes, Brittany Toney, &
Kquiana Turner.
     Sophomores:  Jasmae
Blount, Emani Evans,
Nadia Johnson, Ricardo
Pierre-Louis, Alicia Tarver,
Paris Whitehead, &
Shaquille Williams.
     Juniors:  Samson
Awoyemi, Marshaun
Ballard, Joshua Colone,
Tremayne Curry, Domin-
ique Graham, Timothy
Jefferson, Dominique Lee,
Timothy Marshall, Tramiya
Mosley, Cassidy Myricks,
Mary Ogunbameru, Denise
Patton, Jamia Render, Brit-
tany Spates, Jabril Stanton,
Donnavia Toole, Leslie

Walker, Brian Wheeler,
Brie-Anna Williams, &
Tracee Wise.
Academic Top 10:
     Class of 2011:  Antonio
Daniel, Markist Booker,
Nashawnda Foser,
Jacqueline Schmitt,
Sharna’ Hines, Reginald
Smith, Kandyce Wesley,
Shantora Perkins,
Alexzanddria Clemmons,
& Melissa Boyer.
     Class of 2012:  Vincent
Jones, Tiffany Jefferson,
Jasmine Witherspoon,
Jeannika Jones, Elaine
Russell, Wakeelah Ollie,
Demola Adeoshun, Ariel
McClinic, Diana Salazar,
& Kevin Shivers.
     Class of 2013:  John
Anderson, Amanda Watt,
Cierra Ousley, Veronica
Walker, Xavier McMillan,
Nichelle Harvey, Letrice
Johnson, Siduri Purnell,
Lauren Pinder, & Brittany
Stokes.

Photos:  As is tradition at the
‘ridge, wrapping up the year
means rewarding those who
rose to the top for their out-
standing academic success.
(Top left):  Gregory Sorrell, jun-
ior, receives his award for per-
fect attendance from Principal
Kim Waller.
(Top right):  Asst. Principal
Brad Beilfuss poses with a re-
cipient and her departmental
award.
(Left):  Shantora Perkins, jun-
ior, is all smiles as she receives
one of her five awards from
BENT House Leader Ken
Konopasek
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F.C.C.L.A.’s Jackson
Earns Trip to Nationals

Foreign Language Honor Society
Inducts 32 Falcons into Class of 2010

     Thornridge High School students K’Jia Bozeman,
DarNesha Baily, Shaurice McKinney and Marquita Jack-
son and advisors Alana Barone and Karen Golin partici-
pated in the FCCLA State Leadership meeting held April
9-10, 2010 at the Prairie Capital Convention Center,
President Abraham Lincoln Hotel, and Hilton Hotel in
Springfield, Illinois.  The TR delegation was part of the
more than 1,900 students and advisors that attended the
two-day conference.
     The Family, Career, and Community Leaders of
America (FCCLA) recognize that teens can play an es-
sential role in improving their futures.  Throughout the
year, FCCLA members tackle issues such as career ex-
ploration, stress management, traffic safety, youth vio-
lence prevention, family relationships, and much more.
FCCLA programs enrich student learning, improve self-
esteem, and serve students with a range of ability levels,
economic situations, and cultural influences.
      During the recent leadership conference, many of
the members participated in STAR (Students Taking
Action with Recognition) and State Proficiency Events.
These skill and proficiency events allow students to com-
pete in an area of family and consumer sciences while
gaining recognition for their experience.  K’Jia Bozeman
earned a silver medal in Life Event Planning for plan-
ning a wedding.  DarNesha Baily earned a bronze medal
in Entrepreneurship for planning a daycare.  Shaurice
McKinney earned a bronze medal in Teach and Train
for her lesson plans and exploration in secondary edu-
cation social studies.  Marquita Jackson earned a bronze
medal in Early Childhood for her lesson plans on the
theme “Let’s Go on a Picnic.”  Jackson’s score made
her eligible to attend and compete in national competi-
tion to be held in Chicago this July.
     Students were also given the opportunity to partici-
pate in workshops and general sessions that addressed
many of the key issues that are facing teens today. Dur-
ing the general sessions, keynote speaker Patrick Perez
from Austin, Texas, challenged students to be their best.
Students also had the opportunity to attend workshops
on environmental awareness, technology in the apparel
industry, culinary creations, career investigation, self-
defense, the art of tasting foods, and more.
      Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America
is unique among youth organizations because its pro-
grams are planned and run by members. It is the only
technical in-school student organization with the family
as its central focus. Participation in the state and national
programs helps members become strong leaders in their
families, careers, and communities.  For more informa-
tion visit the FCCLA Website www.fcclanc.org.

     It was a congratulatory
“job well done” for 32 Fal-
cons who were inducted into
the Thornridge Foreign Lan-
guage Honor Society’s Class
of 2010.  At ceremonies held
in the TR library on Wednes-
day, April 7th, members of
the Spanish Honor Society
performed their annual
Spanish language play after
the induction and prior to
everyone enjoying cake and
punch.  Both societies honor
students who have excelled
in the pursuit of one or both of the foreign languages, maintaining at least a 3.0 G.P.A.
in the classes.
     French Honor Society inductees are:  Ayodotun Aboloye, Samuel Asiedu, Melanie
Benford, Sydney Caldwell, Melody Cokes, Cristina Estrada, Deven Hill, Mercedes
Jones, Crystal Payne, Danielle Taylor, Jamia Whitehorn.
     Spanish Honor Society inductees are:  Reginald Bates, Tanize Blanchard, Garrick
Bradley, Antonio Daniel, Noemi Dominguez, Dajahnee Fulton, Erica Goode-Perry,
Malyke Graham, Brittney Hopgood, Jakyra Jones, Ashley Johnson, Myshell Johnson,
Kendra Landrum, NeCara McClendon, Bethany Phifer, Makaella Smith, Raven
Temple, Qiana Warden, Amanda White, Jennifer Williams, Kelvin Wilson
     Victoria Brown, Erika Goode-Perry, Reginald Bates, Jasmine Barrett, Dominick
Dixon, Jamie Cole, Randolph Small, Brie-Anna Williams, and Janita Harris per-
formed the year’s production, “Las Caperuncitas Rojas.”  Instructors Colleen
Rogers, Leo Conry, Susan Kelly, Viviana Franco, Elizabeth Hommes, Jennifer
McCulloch, and Adrienne Martinez sponsor the Foreign Language Honor Society,

     The Thornridge Chapter
of the National Honor Soci-
ety welcomed 38 new mem-
bers at ceremonies held
Wednesday, March 24th in
the TR auditorium.  Induct-
ees are honored for their
consistent academic
achievement, community
service and involvement in
school activities.
     After a welcome from
current member Melanie
Benford, followed by the reading of the history of the organization by Sara Curtis
(history), Alexzandria Clemmons (scholarship), Camille Davis (service), Gabrielle
Dillon (leadership), and LaShaila Thomas (character).  Advanced Placement History
instructor Robert Bell was the keynote speaker.
     Current vice-president Ericka Laurent guides the new members through the pledge
and candle lighting ceremony.  “I pledge myself to uphold the high purposes of the
National Honor Society to which I have been selected; I will be true to principles for
which it stands; I will be loyal to my school; and will maintain and encourage high
standards of scholarship, service, leadership, and character.”
     The National Honor Society “Class of 2010” are:  Deja Anderson-Ross, Austin
Armstrong, Ashonta Atkinson, Miriam Binbek, Garrick Bradley Jr., Sydney Caldwell,
Christline Charles, Courtney Chavers, Antonio Daniel, Juvenal Estrada, NaShawnda
Foster, Sharna’ Hines, Barry Howard, Tiffahnee Ivery, Nakia Greyer, Starlen Hawkins,
Ieshia Johnson, Vincent Jones, Justin Lloyd, Bryant Lyons, Jazzica Norfleet, Adeyikna
Ogunsanya, Wakeelah Ollie, Faye Patton, Laquisha Patton, Shantora Perkins, Andreanna
Rice, Julian Rice, Elaine Russell, Kevin Shivers, Takiya Shemwell, Danielle Taylor,
Keyanna Turner, John Vernon, Diamond Webster, Kandyce Wesley, Mario Williams,
and Brie-Anna Williams.
     This event marked the last N.H.S. event for Dave Konkol who will retire from
TR eight years as N.H.S. sponsor and 33 years as an English instructor.  Art instruc-
tor Kristin Burke will take over the organization next year.

N.H.S. Welcomes 38 New Inductees
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Sr. Awards Night

Cristina Estrada, Dajahnee
Fulton, Crystal Payne,
Takiya Shemwell.
     Mathematics:  Cristina
Estrada, Kaprice Norwood,
Raven Poe, Jocelyn
Richardson, & John Vernon.
     Physical Education:
Cristina Estrada, Kiara Grif-
fin, LaSharee Jackson &
Michael Murphy.
     Radio & Television /
Publications:  Michael
Adams, Dominique Slaugh-
ter, Kiara Griffin, &
Laquisha Patton.
     Speech:  Gabrielle
Dillon & Ericka Goode-
Perry.
     Foreign Language:
Garrick Bradley, Orrina
Chaplin, Darryl Chavers,
Deven Hill, Brittney
Hopgood & Ne’Cara
McClendon.
     Visual Art:  Kayla
James & Terrika Townsend.
     Instrumental Music:
Camren Brown & Mario
Williams.
Special Recognition
Awards:
     All-State Speech:
Gabrielle Dillon & Alan
Selph (dramatic duet act-
ing).
     Leadership:  Melanie
Benford (Student Council
President).
     Poet Laureate of TR:
Lamar Israel.
     Voice of TR:  Gabrielle
Dillon & Lache Maston-
Fisher.
     Illinois State Scholars:
Sydney Caldwell, Cristina
Estrada, Gabrielle Laing,
Takiya Shemwell, Mystiqik
Woods, & Gabrielle Yates.
     Illinois Teachers Coun-
cil of Mathematics Award:
Sydney Caldwell, Takiya
Shemwell & Mystiqik
Woods.
     Mary Jane Watts
Awards:  Melanie Benford
& Crystal Payne.
     Illinois Times Scholas-
tic Journalist Award:
Melanie Benford & Brittney
Hopgood.
     District 205 Student
Board Members:  Garrick
Bradley, Sara Curtis & Jen-

nifer Williams.
     Prairie State Achieve-
ment Exam Award:  Takiya
Shemwell (Reading & Writ-
ing) & Mystiqik Woods
(Reading).
     Challenge Diploma:
Darryl Chavers & Cristina
Estrada.
     SWSC Academic / Ac-
tivity Award:  (Mathletes)
Sydney Caldwell, Kaysha
Jones, Ericka Laurent,
Gabrielle Laing, Ne’Cara
McClendon, Shenea Parker,
Crystal Payne, Takiya
Shemwell, Jamia Whitehorn,
Mystiqik Woods, Gabrielle
Yates; (Science) Darryl
Chavers; (Chess) Justin
Lloyd; (Band) Dominique
Parker); & (Visual Art) Kiara
Griffin.
     Heartland “Donor for
Life” Award:  John Vernon;
Principal’s Award for Aca-
demic Achievement:
     Distinguished Scholars:
Melanie Benford, Garrick
Bradley, Sydney Caldwell,
Sara Curtis, Cristina Estrada,
Brittney Hopgood, Jonathan
Jordan, Tasheik Kerr, Kendra
Landrum, Justin Lloyd, An-
thony Neal, Shenea Parker,
Crystal Payne, Takiya
Shemwell, & Mystiqik
Woods.
     Meritorious Scholars:
Ayodotun Aboloye, Gabrielle
Dillon, Kiara Griffin,
LaSharee Jackson, Ieshia
Johnson, Ericka Laurent,
Ne’Cara McClendon,
Laquisha Patton, Raven Poe,
Aaron Rose, John Vernon, &
Jamia Whitehorn.
     TR Scholars:  Michael
Ballard, Markeist Banks,
Melody Cokes, Chelesia
Covington, Camille Davis,
Mariah Dixon, D’Andre
Donnell, Gregory Gallon,
Roger Hicks, Mercedes
Jones, Lydia Loggins, Raven
Temple, Arneisha Walton,
Derrick Wilbon, & Loren
Williams.
     Class of 2010 Academic
Top 10:  Takiya Shemwell,
Mystiqik Woods, Crystal
Payne, Tasheik Kerr, Sydney
Caldwell, Cristina Estrada,
Melanie Benford, Sara
Curtis, Darryl Chavers, &
Kaysha Jones.

...Continued from pg. 1
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Thanks for 25 Great Years!

Three TR staff members were recently honored by the District 205 Board of Education for
their 25 years of teaching service to the students of District 205.  Receiving awards were
(pictured l-r) Mike Davidson (Reading Specialist), Jill Sudberry (English) and Sharon Hosari
(Special Programs).

Continuing the “TR giving tradition” students in instructor Rosanne Wilfinger’s So-
cial Studies classes recently collected 359 pairs of new and slightly worn shoes as part
of the Souls4Souls drive.  The donations from this community service project will be
given to people in Haiti and Chile whose countries were devasted by natural disasters.
Pictured are (l-r):  (front) Layla Nash, Arneshia Walton & Brittany Toney; (back)
Richard Gaston, Tequila Jordan & Derrick Wilson.

Taking part in the national campaign to raise money and awareness for breast cancer
members of the TR National Honor Society raised over $1,500 for the Susan G.
Coleman for the Cure Foundation.  On April 16th N.H.S. members ran a total of 65
miles and donations were taken from parents and TR staff members.  Pictured are
N.H.S. officers Cristina Estrada and Erika Laurent.

TR Giving Spirit Rolls On!
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Class of 2010

     Gabrielle Krystina
Laing*, Kenya Dashae
Landrum, William
Laurence, Darius D. Laws,
Jazz’mon L. Lewis, Randall
Leland Mance, Alicia
Breann Marx, LaChe
Alysemarie Maston-Fisher
(NF, T), Samuel Star
Matthews (NF, T),
LaRhonda Nicole Meeks,
Robert Miller, Imani
Chabre Moore (Q),
Michael Anthony Murphy,
Jordan Murray, Chevice
Lauren Naide (Q, NF),
Danyale Monae Newell,
Arleya Tresor Nunn (T),
Laquisha Renee Patton (Q,
V), Corrod L. Phillips, Do-
minique Janae Poole,
Michael Dwayne Powell,
Andrew Robert Pritchett
Jr., Jardinay Lynnea Retess
(N), Matthew Cornell Rob-
erts (NF, T), Aaron T. Rose,
Mark A. Russell ,
Charlotte D. Sawyer, Alan
Carlos Selph (NF, T),
Charles D. Sewell, Kenisha
M. Sheriff, Jourdan Marie
Smith, La’Ty K, Swain,
Kadeem R. Taylor, Myron
S. Terrell, Terrika
Marshana Townsend,
Kayla Ashlei Travis,
Nicholas Wallace Turner,
Darkeeta Valenzuela,
Arneshia N. Walton,
Carlisia Jessica Washing-
ton, Tony Webb, Jermaine
Ricardo Weir (Q, T), Ryan
P. Wells, Nicole D. White,
Petrice Nicole Whitehead*
(P), Lapatrick J. Whitfield,
Johnnie N. Willett, Andrew
B. Williams, Jordan Willis,
and Aveira Wiseman.
     B.E.N.T.:
     Ayodotun O. Aboloye
(F), T’Keyton Keymone’
Abrams, Brenton D.
Adams, Kaylin Alexander
(V), Michael Dennis
Arnold, Samuel Asiedu,
Rasmine Darshelle’ Bailey,
Michael Alfonzo Ballard
(V, NF), Nehemiah Barnes
(NF, T), Quentin A. Beard,
Melanie M. Benford* (Q, F,
V, P, N), George A. Benson,
Charles Bradley III, Garrick
Arthur Bradley II* (S, V,
N), Shanae S. Braswell,
Willie Brent, Asha LaShay
Butler, Sara Akira Curtis*
(N), Darryl D. Delaney Jr.,
Bre’Aunna Ke’Shai

Dickerson, Noemi
Dominguez (S), David
Nathan Enabulele (T),
Aaron D. Fox, Gregory
Darnell Gallon, Diamon
Shelisha Gray, Darin H.
Gray Jr., DeAndra J.
Hamilton, Roger Milton
Hicks, Deven A. Hill (F),
Brandon Cardinal Hudson,
Kayla Annetta James, Will-
iam B. Jett (NF), Chantella
D.E. Johnson, Adonis Jones,
and Jonathan Aaron Jordan.
     Michael Kevin Lewis,
Quinnesha Lott-Lacaze,
Marchand Dion Mailey,
Dajon E. Maye, NeCara
Cymone McClendon* (S,
N), Christopher S.
McKinney, Lauren-Renea
Mitchell, Marcell Christian
Morris, Farris Daen
Norment, Parris Seon
Norment, Nakeisha Nicole
Norwood, Shannon Rashad
Palmer, Dominique L.
Parker*, Crystal L. Payne*
(F, N), William D. Payne,
Jeffrey Deonte Reed, Tavien
Ray Richburg, Djuan R.
Richmond,
Ramon Rodriguez, Corey
Stephon Rowans, Yoshabel
Russell, Sarai Aquene
Sadler, Marvin Cortez
Schaeffer, Patrisha Britney
Shelley, Randy Quiad
Shields, Dominique Slaugh-
ter (T), Cameron Terrell
Sweeney, Kayla K. Thomas,
John Paul Vernon Jr.* (N),
Jadell L. Vick, Verdell
Andre Wallace, James Ware
Jr., Tevin Troy Watson,
Tashanna Mercedes Webb,
Brittany Ann Williams,
Mario L. Williams (N, NF,
T), Emmanuel J. Winfrey,
and Gabrielle Simone
Yates*
     Health & Human Ser-
vices:
     Brittish Samantha
Balfour, Breana Michelle
Ballard (V), Chiquita Domi-
nique Birchfield, Christina
Renee Blandin, Shavonne C.
Boyd, Aquayla M.L.
Braswell, Deandre Anthony
Brewer, Gytara M. Brooks,
Jovan TiaJuana Brooks, Si-
enna Andrea Brown (V),
Robert Louis Caldwell III,
Sydney Monique Caldwell*
(F, N), Charlene Carter,
Darryl Chavers Jr.* (N),
Kendrea Shuntrice Chester,
Melody Michelle Cokes (F),
Destanne Tiairia Cole,
Jalissa Darnice Cole, Brit-

tany D. Cotton, Chelesia
Dominique Covington,
Courtney A. Craig, Jenae
Marie Crockett, Chanel
Ivory Crume, DeAnna
Janelle Curtis, Camille
Shanae Davis* (N),
Darcia Delores Debroe,
Mariah Danielle Dixon,
Signora L. Drake,
Cristina Estrada* (F, N),
Yeashea Figgures,
Latasha Jeaneque Finney,
Sharonna Michelle
Finney, Asia Monique
Foster, Shanell Franklin
(V), Centarious Devin
Gamble, Jauri Alexa
Gary, Gail Blair Gilbert,
Kelsea Gilmore, and
Kimbria Sabrina Grover.
     Tanisha Sherell
Hampton (NF), Brittany
Ashley Hebron, Tabitha
Shanell Henderson,
Latrice Hobbs, Masala
Monique Hobbs, Kyle
Tres’ Hudson, Monae
Sherie Hull (N), Lamar
K. Israel, LaSharee Do-
minique Jackson,
Marquita Marie Jackson,
Brandi Loreal Jameson,
Ashley Monique Johnson
(S), Carmen Sherice
Johnson, Ieshia Patrica
Johnson (N), Jade Imani
Johnson, Jayde Yasmeen

Johnson, Jakyra Den’e
Jones* (S), Kaysha N.
Jones*, Mercedes Yates
Jones (F), Tasheik M. Kerr*
(N), Kendra Renae’
Landrum (S), Ericka
Laurent* (N), Kendell Lett,
De’Von L. Lewis (P), Justin
V. Lloyd* (N), Lydia
Monique Loggins, Raven-
Symone’ Manns, Lee A.
Martin, Shaurice A.
McKinney, Breije’ M.
Moore, Brenda J. Moore,
Jaton M. Muhammad,
Sergio Munoz, Anthony
Jerard Neal, Kaprice D.
Norwood, Dahlia E.V.
Nunn, Shanda Ashley
Owens, Shenea D. Parker*,
Catorie Marie Payne, Brit-
tany L. Peaches, Raven
Ashonta Poe* (NF), Tommy
Dion Pryor, Michael T.
Redmond, Jocelyn Latisha
Richardson, Brenda Lizett
Rios-Rodriguez, Shayna A.
Robinson, Veronica Ashley
Robinson, Morgan Janee
Ross,  Ashlee Lashay Royal,
Takiya Kierra Shemwell*
(N), Candice Dalise Smith,
Chiquita Snowden, Kristin
Monique Stanton, Brittany
Steele, April Mariha
Stepter, Lyndsey Danette
Stevens (NF), Willie Curtis
Straughter Jr., Domoniqua

Shaniqua Tabor, Tenetia
Rachel Tarver, Danielle
Inez Taylor (F, N), Raven
Christine Temple (S),
Karlie Danielle Thomas,
LaShaila D. Thomas (N),
Milani E. Thomas (T),
Amanda D. White (S),
Jamia M. Whitehorn* (F,
N), Derrick L. Wilbon (V),
Aaron T. Williams*, Chris-
tina Michelle Williams (T),
Jennifer Tameka Williams
(S, V), Jeremy A. Williams,
Loren L. Williams (N),
Kelvin Maurice Wilson (S),
Ariel Lauren Winfrey,
Marzene R. Winston (V),
Veronica Joy Winston,
Ebony Denise Woodruff,
Mystiqik Shanae Woods*
(N), Trent Maurice Wright,
and Ta’sha Arial Young.

    Honor Regalia Desig-
nations:  (N) National
Honor Society, (Q) Quill &
Scroll, (S) Sociedad Hono-
raria Hispanica, (NF) Na-
tional Forensic League, (F)
Societe Honoraire De
Francais, (T) International
Thespian Society, (P) Peer
Mediation, (V) Students
Against Violence Every-
where, and (*) 3.5 or bet-
ter cumulative grade-
point-average.

...Continued from pg. 1

I.E.A.’s State of Illinois
“Teacher of the Year”

Congratulations are in order for Physics instructor Brian Sievers who was honored as the
State of Illinois “Teacher of the Year” by the Illinois Education Association.  Sievers,
who was nominated by fellow TR staff member and I.E.A. official, will compete for the
national honor this summer.  He was feted for his outstanding work with the biodiesel
program and solar power research.  Way to go!
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Class of 2010 Senior Notables

Most Athletic
Michael Adams & Karlie Thomas

Quietest
Cordero Johnson & Crystal Payne

Class Clowns
Ariel Clark & Lee Martin

Sweetest  Smile
Myron Terrell & Brittany Hebron

Most Likely to Succeed
Cristina Estrada & Garrick Bradley

Most Popular
Jermaine Weir & Milani Thomas
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Most Talented
Gabrielle Dillon & Lamar Israel

Most School Spirit
Nehemiah Barnes & Lache Maston-Fisher

Prettiest Eyes
Michael Lewis & Lyndsey Stevens

Loudest
Matthew Roberts & Yeashea Figgures

Best Friends
Steven Danridge & Tim Hardy;

Kalyn Alexander & Quinneshia Lott

Biggest Flirts
La’Ty Swain & Latrice Hobbs

Best Dressed
Brandon Hudson & Erika Goode-Perry
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Class of 2010 Seniors of Distinction

Melanie Benford

Class Rank:  7
G.P.A.:  4.3
College:  Southern Illinois University at Carbondale
Major:  Marketing
Athletics:  Volleyball (Captain – 2 yrs.)
Activities:  National Honor Society, Student Council (President) ,
Foreign Language Honor Society, Newspaper, S.A.V.E., Peer Me-
diation, Adopt-A-Mentor Program
TR staff member who made the greatest impression on me:  Ms.
Dena Ousley – “She taught me to make good decisions and have
good judgment.”
What I Want to Accomplish in Life:  “I want to be able to give
back to the community as a business consultant.  I want to be an
expert in my field, to make an impact, and impact others.  To be a
positive role model for my generation and the next one.”

Sara Curtis
Class Rank:  8
G.P.A.:  4.2
College:  Purdue University (Calumet)
Major:  Software Engineering
Athletics: TR Jammers (Captain – 1 yr.)
Activities:  Mathletes, National Honor Society
TR staff member who made the greatest impression on me:  Ms.
Barbra Green-Kenan – “She’s helped keep my grades up, with schol-
arships, and selecting a college.”
What I Want to Accomplish in Life:  “I want to create the new best
things in technology to benefit the world.”

Darryl Chavers
Class Rank:  9
G.P.A.:  4.0
College:  University of Illinois at Urbana
Major:  Computer Engineering / Pre-Law
Athletics:  Cross Country (Captain, All-Conference), Track & Field
(Captain, All-Conference all 4 yrs.)
Activities:  National Honor Society, Biodiesel (Lexus Eco-Challenge
National winner)
TR staff member who made the greatest impression on me:  Mr.
T.J. Shirley – “He’s taught me life lessons and values that I’ll use the
rest of my life.”
What I Want to Accomplish in Life:  “After earning my engineering
and law degrees I want to give back to the community.  I love to help
people and I want everyone to know that you can make it through
perseverance and Go

Gabrielle Dillon
Class Rank:  43
G.P.A.:  3.3
College:  Bradley University
Major:  Broadcast Communications
Activities:  Speech Team (Two-time All-State, 2nd pl. in state in dra-
matic duet acting), Fall Play, Contest Play (cast member 2008 state
champion), Group Interpretation, National Honor Society, Newspa-
per, Student Council
TR staff member who made the greatest impression on me: Ms.
Yvonne Nesbitt – “She forced me to grow up and pushed me hard
because she knew what I could be.  I will forever be grateful for that.”
What I Want to Accomplish in Life:  “I want to impact the world in
everyway possible, to reach out to young people and let them know
that you don’t have to be ashamed of doing the right thing.  Never let
anyone shame you for being a good person.”

Pictured:  (l-r) Sara Curtis, Darryl Chavers, Melanie Benford, Erika Goode-Perry, Gabrielle Dillon, & Justin Lloyd
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“Where are you goin’?”                 “What are you doin’?”
Ayobotun Aboloye – Art Institute of Chicago (Computer Sys. Analyst)
Dwayne Adams – Columbia College (Music Production)
Michael Adams – Lewis University (Radio/TV Broadcasting)
Kayln Alexander – Wilbur Wright College (Computer Science)
Samuel Asiedu – University of Illinois at Chicago (Pre-Medicine)
Michael Ballard – Eastern Illinois University (Pre-Law)
Nehemiah Barnes – Olivet-Nazarene College (Education / Theater Arts)
Jasmine Barrett – University of Missouri (Broadcast Journalism)
Quentin Beard – Quincy University (Graphic Design)
Melanie Benford – Southern Illinois Univ. - Carbondale (Marketing)
Brittany Bennett – Columbia College (Dance)
Garrick Bradley – University of Illinois at Urbana (Accounting)
Mrogan Burrel – Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville (Nursing)
Orrin Chaplin – South Suburban College (Graphic & Game Design)
Ariel Clark – Undecided (Communications)
Sara Curtis – Purdue University (Software Engineering)
Camille Davis – Olivet-Nazarene College (Nursing)
Christina Davis – South Suburban College (Theater Arts)
Steven Danridge – Undecided (Communications)
Bre’Anna Dickerson – Augustana College (Pre-Medicine)
Gabrielle Dillon – Bradley University (Communications)
Noemi Dominiquez – Chicago State University (Criminal Justice)
Signora Drake – Undecided (Psychology)
Fenia Dukes – Robert Morris College (Theater Arts)
Cristina Estrada – Loyola University-Chicago (Biology / Pre-Medicine)
Latasha Finney – Chicago State University (Nursing)
Asia Foster – Southern Illinois University (Pre-Pharmacy)
Kewanna Fullilove – Undecided (Criminal Justice)
Kelsea Gilmore – Southern Illinois Univ.-Carbondale(Criminal Justice)
Ashley Gladney – Undecided (Technology)
Diamond Gray – Southern Illinois Univ. at Carbondale (Accounting)
Kiara Griffin – Columbia College (Animation / Graphic Design)
Timothy Hardy – Undecided (Business Administration)
Tabitha Henderson – Hart Western Business College (Criminal Justice)
Deven Hill – Illinois Institute of Art (Graphic Design)
Brittney Hopgood – University of Illinois at Chicago (Art Design)
Marcel Hoover – Georgia Tech University (Automotive Engineering)
Brandon Hudson – DeVry University (Criminology)
K’lah Jackson – University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff (Communications)
Kayla James – Illinois Institute of Art (Fashion Design)

Brandi Jameson – Chicago State University (Occupational Therapy)
Jakyra Jones – Illinois State University (Psychology)
Kaysha Jones – Northern Illinois University (Nursing)
Chantay Johnson – DePaul University (Psychology)
Jayde Johnson – Tennessee State University (Business Management)
Ieshia Johnson – Eastern Illinois University (Undecided)
Tasheik Kerr – University of Florida (Chemistry & Spanish)
Gabrielle Laing – Univ. of Missouri at Columbia (B-Cast Journalism)
Justin Lloyd – DePaul University (Pre-Law)
Ericka Laurent – Univ. of Illinois at Chicago (Biology / Pre-Medicine)
Kenya Landrum – Purdue University (Accounting)
De’Von Lewis – United States Marine Corp (Criminal Justice)
Michael Lewis – Iowa State University (Civil Engineering)
Quinneshia Lott – Parkland College (Pediatric Nursing)
Lydia Loggins – Chicago State University (Education)
Lache Maston-Fisher – Columbia College (Broadcast Journalism)
Dajon Maye – Illinois State University (Business Administration)
Imani Moore – Purdue University at Calumet (Journalism)
Chevice Naide – Iowa State University (Undecided)
Michael Powell – University of Miami (Art)
Shannon Palmer – Full Sail University (Gaming Design)
Crystal Payne – University of Illinois at Urbana (Accounting)
Laquisha Patton – University of Illinois at Chicago (Nursing)
Dominique Poole – United States Army (Nursing)
Raven Poe – University of Illinois at Urbana (Political Science)
Jennifer Rogers – Undecided (Business Management)
Sarai Sadler – Illinois Institute of Art (Culinary Arts)
Alan Selph – Columbia College (Broadcast Communications)
Takiya Shemwell – University of Indianapolis (Psychology)
Dominique Slaughter – Columbia College (Journalism)
Lyndsey Stevens – Millikin University (Nursing / Music)
LaShaila Thomas – University of Dubuque (Nursing)
Nicholas Turner – Drake University (Communications)
Carlisia Washington – Purdue University – Calumet (Web Design)
Jermaine Weir – Columbia College (Photography)
Ryan Wells – University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff (Music Education)
Jeremy Williams – South Suburban College (Social Work)
Mystiqik Woods – Univ. of Alabama - Tuscaloosa (Biology / Pre-Med)
Gabrielle Yates – University of Miami (Architectural Engineering)

Senior Mileposts

Justin Lloyd
Class Rank:  14
G.P.A.:  3.9
College:  DePaul University
Major:  Pre-Law
Athletics:  Football, Track & Field
Activities:  National Honor Society, Foreign Language Honor Society,
Chess Team (1st board all four yrs., All-Conference)
TR staff member who made the greatest impression on me:  Mr.
Michael Skawinski – “Even after freshman year he continued to help
me with everything during my entire four years.  I really appreciated
that.”
What I Want to Accomplish in Life:  “I want to prove that you can
achieve anything if you work hard enough.  I want to motivate others to
do something positive so the world will be a better place.”

Erika Goode-Perry
Class Rank:  73
G.P.A.:  2.9
College:  Grambling State University
Major:  Fashion Design / Theater Arts
Activities:  Speech Team, Poetry Club, Newspaper, Fall Play, Contest
Play, Group Interpretation, Foreign Language Honor Society, Student
Council
TR staff member who made the greatest impression on me:  Mr.
Lee Talley – “I truly believe this man can move mountains and has
done so much to accommodate me that I am forever grateful.  He has
taught me how to never take “no” for an answer because you can con-
quer anything and solve any problem.”
What I Want to Accomplish in Life:  “In my world, dreams are a
reality.  I don’t wish to limit my success.  I will flourish as a fashion
designer, actress, writer entrepreneur, and philanthropist.  With great
faith and hard work I will achieve my goals and give back to the com-
munity.”
o the community as a business consultant.  I want to be an expert
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Four Years Worth of Changes & Memories
By Melanie Benford

     Seniors, think back to
your favorite memory at
from your four years at TR. 
Was it freshman year when
“A’ building caught fire? 
Was it sophomore year
when every day in the
lunchroom seemed to be a
free-for-all with food
fights?  Or maybe junior
year with the faculty-stu-
dent basketball game where
students got cheated?  Per-
haps, this year, senior year,
holds some good memories
for you? 
     Ahh…Good times
right?  It seems like four
years went by too quick.
During the past four years
there were many changes at
the ‘ridge.  What is differ-
ent from 2006 to now at
Thornridge? 
     Yeah, yeah…we know
security guards change ev-
ery week, Saturday deten-
tions are still issued, and we
finally got the auditorium
back in 2008.  But what has
really evolved at TR, not
just in the past four years,
but perhaps 10, 20, or even
30 years ago?
     The TR Falcon Boys
Basketball teams were state

champions for two years
straight in 1970-1971 and
1971-1972, reeling off a
then record 58-straight
wins.  The 1971 team is
considered to be the best
team in I.H.S.A. history.
We have also had five dif-
ferent state champions in
drama (contest play, most
recently in 2008) and two
state champions in group
interpretation.  The Fal-
cons were also the mythi-
cal state champions in
football back in 1970 be-
fore state playoffs were

implemented the I.H.S.A.
     Ask English instructor
Dave Konkol about his 30+
years at Thornridge and he
can pretty much tell you
how things were and how
they compare with today’s
version of TR.
He can even recall when
staff member Norma Coo-
per was shot and wounded
by a student in her class-
room in 1986. 
     Are the changes that
have taken place at
Thornridge for the better or
the worst?  This year if stu-

dents are late to class secu-
rity scans their ID and they
are given a receipt that
states their consequence.  It
doesn’t please many stu-
dents that they now receive
an immediate conse-
quence, but it certainly
sends the message that no
longer will tardies be toler-
ated.  This has certainly
eliminated students wan-
dering around the hallways
or gathering in places they
weren’t supposed to be.
     How about all the fights
a few years ago?  Okay we
know a school and its per-
sonnel can’t stop every
fight, but the number is way
down from three years ago.
Many staff members said it
was the worst year they
ever experienced at TR.  It
took a change in the disci-
pline policy and the arrival
of Administrative Intern
Scott Savage (now assistant
principal at Thornton High
School) to get things under
control.
     How much has the dis-
cipline policy changed
when it comes to violence?
The deans will give you at
least five days out-of-
school suspension if they
even think you’re about to
fight.  Yes they’ve taken a
very pro-active approach to
stopping the violence.  And
for those students who
think running over to fight
to watch is cool.  Those
days are over as well be-
cause spectators are also
given an out-of-school sus-
pension too.  Call it guilty
by association.
     This year Steve Valant,
who took over as the ad-
ministrative intern, has got-
ten even tougher with the
“no pass” policy.  Students
cannot go to any other part
of the school without a hall
pass.  Security guards have
been doing more hall
sweeps this year…and if
you don’t have a pass,
well…it’s “see ya!”  You
find yourself sitting in the
deans’ office.
     Some students find
these changes irritating,
absurd and unnecessary.
Others think that security

continually hassles them,
especially those who fol-
low the rules.  But every
school needs to have rules
in order to keep their envi-
ronment safe and secure.
It’s the prices the 90% of
us pay for the 10% who
can’t seem to do the right
thing.
     Thornridge has evolved
from a school that people
have viewed as “ghetto, a
horrible place to attend,
and place for the unedu-
cated” back to a regular
high school again.  Like the
good old days of 10-20
years ago when the place
was under control.
     It’s helped that in the
past two years the school
district is finally loosening
the purse strings finally re-
placing, repairing and up-
dating the building.  We
have a new gym floor, new
scoreboards, desks, com-
puter system, brand new
auditorium, electronic
sign…it sure makes you
feel better about coming to
school when you can see
improvements.
     Still, no matter when
physical changes are made,
students still have to re-
member to take pride in
their school.  We have to
remember that when some-
one does damage to the
school they are really do-
ing damage to all of us.  It’s
hard enough to take pride
in your school these days,
but it’s even harder when
you see your peers tearing
it down just because they
want to destroy something.
     So seniors how will you
leave your mark on
Thornridge?  Will you be
remembers for the good
things you accomplished or
the bad things you chose to
do?  So as you embark on
your new journey in life
you’ll want to look back on
your days at the ‘ridge with
fond memories.  It’s not so
much how TR has changed,
but how the students and
staff have contributed to
the blossoming process of
a successful school.  In
short, “Don’t hide that Fal-
con Pride!”

Renaissance
Festival
Delivers
Cultural

Excellence

 Putting the performing
talents of many students
on display, the TR Poetry
Club’s annual Renais-
sance Festival proved
once again that TR has an
abundance of talent.  The
annual event uses poetry,
spoken word, music,
singing, dancing, and art
work to express the vast
array of Black Culture.
Great job to sponsor
Mary Tina Vrehas and
the poetry club.  Picture
is TR’s Poet Laureate
Lamar Israel delivery a
stirring original poem.

“The N.H.S. Staff Ice Cream Social every fall is
always so much fun because you get to see the
staff members cut loose and have some fun!”
What was your favorite memory this year?
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Understanding the Teacher’s Life-Long Lessons
By Janita Harris

     What’s the old
quote…“Youth is wasted
on the young.”
     When it comes to your
high school education
many students simply don’t
get it.  They would rather
focus on the social aspects
and other minutia that will
keep them spinning their
wheels in the same old
place.  It is any wonder why
some many of us fall into
rut of going nowhere.
     Students that are inse-
cure and lack confidence
are seemingly easily of-
fended by the lessons many
of their teachers offer them
day after day.  They fail to
realize that these people
who stand before them day
after day, week after week,
month after month, really
do care about them and
their future.  They struggle
to provide each and every
one of us with information
that will hopefully spark
our minds to pursue life-
long learning.  Yes, these
“old people” want us to
learn…and learn well.
     If you’re a student who
falls into this category I
want you to realize that a
teacher is obligated to
make assumptions and
judgments about all of us.
Often when they don’t re-

ally want to do this.  Many
students force teachers to re-
act based on their actions,
their words, and even what
they wear.
     For example, if you have
a quote or design on your
shirt that is offensive or in-
appropriate for school, you
can bet your teacher is
acutely aware of it.  So don’t
be surprised when you re-
ceive some type of negative
response or embarrassment.
Remember you only get one
chance to make a first im-
pression.
     Another thing we con-
stantly hear is that “high
school is nothing like col-
lege.”  Teachers are instruc-
tors whose job is to teach,
to impart skills, and trans-
fer knowledge of their sub-
ject area into the minds of
young people.  Unfortu-

nately when students refuse
to do the work or pay little
attention to what is being
offered in class, teachers
react with a sense of disap-
pointment.  Ask any
teacher and they’ll tell you
they rather have a class full
of students earning “A’s”
over any type of award or
honor.
     Many seniors have had
the opportunity and plea-
sure of English instructor
Dave Konkol.  Yes, the
work is hard and some-
times a bit difficult, but the
sense of accomplishment
of completing something
hard like the senior essay
is truly rewarding.  Unfor-
tunately he knows that
many of his students don’t
give 100% effort and that’s
very disappointing.
     “I’d like nothing better

than to see all of my stu-
dents pass my classes,” he
explained.  “But you every
I have to watch some stu-
dent fail because they
won’t put forth the effort
to do the work.  It’s very
sad to see that happen.”
     “You can’t overall
generalize…that all teach-
ers do their job,” Raven
Poe, senior, stated.  “As a
sophomore I learned abso-
lutely nothing in English.
Junior year I had Mr.
Konkol’s class.  He is by
far the best teacher I ever
had!”
     So conversely one can
say that students are not
always to blame when he
or she does not learn the
required material.  Educa-
tion is a 50-50 proposition
between student and
teacher.  Both are respon-
sible and partners in the
learning process. The
teacher must present les-
sons, activities, and units
of instruction while the
student shall participate in
class consistently and
complete all work for class
and home. Unfortunately
many times one or the
other or both doesn’t hold
up their end of the bargain.
     Now we’ve all had
teachers that have been
less than stellar.  And for

those of going to college
we’ll probably have a few
more.  Talk to any teacher
and they’ll tell you how the
job gets more difficult each
year, especially with all the
new rules and regulations
from the government and
the continual lack of fund-
ing of education in general.
This sometimes makes a
teacher lazy, disinterested
and frustrated, leading one
to think that they are there
only for the paycheck.
They can over-rely on stu-
dents to learn the material
themselves as well as do
the minimal job of teach-
ing their class.  Certain
teachers that do this may
feel as if no one will take
advantage of the opportu-
nities they’re providing and
that students are wasting
their time and efforts.
     So the bottom line is
that students must learn to
appreciate what is being
offered to them, no matter
what the quality of the les-
son or instructor.  We have
to become better students
who want to strive to learn
and do better.  Without this
attitude many of us will
have a long and disappoint-
ing life.  In short, the choice
is ours.

     As the economy is still
at a standstill the govern-
ment is starting to pull
away at things in our
schools and community.
But that doesn’t mean that
more and more
people aren’t looking for
employment.
     They say when one door
closes another one opens,
but when companies are
cutting 237,300 workers
over a year’s period of time
it makes you just want to
wait in line and get your
government unemploy-
ment check.  In Illinois the
unemployment rate has
jumped up to 11.1% from
7.2% in 2008.  If you add

Look Up If the Economy Has You Down
By Christen Boddie in the underemployed the

rate jumps to nearly 16%.
     So what are Americans
to do in times of economic
crisis?  It is especially try-
ing for American teenagers
whose parents have tired of
giving them a handout on a
weekly basis.  It gets even
worse when it comes time
to finance their child’s col-
lege education.  I guess
that’s why there has been
such an increase in enroll-
ment at community colleges
across the nation.
     It’s time for a change
America.  It’s time for each
and every one of us to take
charge of our financial situ-
ation.  We need to stop
spending and start saving.
And I’m not just talking

about individuals, but the
nation as a whole.  Our
government has become
the biggest debtor nation in
the world.  We’re paying
nearly 20% of our G.D.P.
(Gross Domestic Product)
in interest and it only con-
tinues to increase each
year.
     According to the United
States General Accounting
Office (G.A.O.) is that by
the year 2015 there will be
nearly 5% less jobs and 3%
more people looking for
them.  Senior citizens who
once thought they could get
by on Social Security and
Medicare may wind up
working part-time at
WalMart or Wendy’s just to
make ends meet.

     So we may have to do
what our grandparents did
when they were young and
(gulp!) take a multitude of
part-time jobs to help out.
It might be cutting your
neighbor’s grass, baby-sit-
ting the kids next door, or
doing yard work for the
old people down the block.
     This should be a wake-
up call for every student at
Thornridge to make sure
they take advantage of ev-
ery thing that is offered in
hopes of getting a good
education.  It has never
been more imperative that
having an education and a
college degree is a must if
you want any chance of
getting a decent job.
     Thornridge does pro-

vide some basic classes that
teach many skills where,
with a little luck and hard
work, you might be able to
strike out on your own do-
ing work on the side while
you pursue your college
education.  This may be
freelance writing, design-
ing website, graphic de-
sign, auto mechanics, tutor-
ing, cooking, sewing, and
studio production.
     Remember just be-
cause your surroundings
look bleak doesn’t mean
you can’t be the one
bright spot.  Don’t give up
and lose faith in our
economy.  You can be
successful.  You are the
future.  You just have to
believe in yourself.

Learning about health issues is an enjoyable experience for fresh-
men Jazmine Turner and Chante Harris in Mr. Warholak’s class.
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The “Shoulda, Woulda, Coulda’s” of High School
By Brittney Hopgood

     As we accessorize for
this year’s Prom, tie up any
loose ends for college next
fall, and anticipate those
long summer days, we, the
seniors, reminisce on the
past four years of our aca-
demic career.  We look
back on all the fun times,
the ups and downs, and
those unforgettable mo-
ments of high school.
     However, the most im-
portant question is:
“Knowing what I know
now, is there anything that
I would have done differ-
ently in my years of high
school?”  These are the
“should’ve, could’ve,
would’ve” moments of
high school.
     “I should’ve worked
harder freshman year,” ad-
mits Chelesia Covington.
“If there is one thing we
(the seniors) could do over,
it would be the first year of
high school.  We were new
to this high school thing;
we had fun, got into
trouble, and mingled with
new people.  Back then we
were just excited to finally
start high school.”
     Most seniors agree that
they should have taken ad-
vantage of the athletics in
high school.  In fact, your

chances at earning a schol-
arship may have increased
if you were more involved
in a sport.  There are even
scholarships out there for
athletic managers or being
a cheerleader.
     “I would’ve been in-
volved in sports,” Marquita
Jackson said.  “ But I got a
job and decided to follow
through on that instead of
sports.”
     It is completely under-
standable if you have
something more important
to fall back on such as a job
or if its family related.
However participating in a
sports or activity looks a lot
more desirable to college
admissions officers than a
part-time job.  It proves that
you work well with other
people and that you most

likely learn to be part of the
team concept.
     Another example is that
many seniors wished they
had made better decision
about the people they chose
to build friendships with
during their four years in
high school.  Most of us
have realized that we really
don’t have time to partici-
pate in all the unnecessary
drama our “so-called
friends” sucked us into
over the years.
     “I wish I would’ve
made better decisions
about who I chose to asso-
ciate with in high school,”
explains Christina Will-
iams.  “Hopefully we’ve
learned lessons from all of
these experiences and now
know what to avoid in the
future.”

     During the past four
years many Falcons dis-
missed being part of an ac-
tivity as the stereotypical
“lame” or “social suicide”
because you’re taking part
in a “dumb school activity.”
     “Everything is lame if
you’re not a part of it,”
Melanie Benford, President
of the TR Student Council,
stated.  “People don’t real-
ize or understand how
much time and effort it
takes to build an organiza-
tion.  The people in these
clubs and activities work
hard to make the school
look good as well as pro-
mote something positive.
     In addition, when it
comes to filling out those
college applications it
looks extremely bad when
you have nothing to write
in the space where is says
“extra curricular activi-
ties.”  There are 25 differ-
ent things you could have
been a part of during your
time at Thornridge.
     “Student Council is a
great opportunity to con-
nect with the school and its
students because you have
a voice among the student
body,” Melanie Benford, is
part of six different activi-
ties, related.  “Being apart
of a group like this builds
character and it pushes you
to get involved with your
school and its students.
Also, being a member of an
organization like this defi-
nitely looks good on an ap-
plication.”
     How many times have
you heard that T.R. needs
improvement?  Student
Council could’ve been a
great way to share your
thoughts and opinions of
the school and maybe even
possible solutions to make
the school even better.
     Cristina Estrada, Presi-
dent of the Thornridge
Chapter of the National
Honor Society, concurs
with Benford.  “I would
have joined Speech team
but I’m already involved in
many other extra curricular
activities as well as taking
Advanced Placement
classes.  So I really had to
pick and choose just a few

to be part of the past two
years.”
     Aside from gaining tre-
mendous leadership and
team-building skills being
part of an activity or ath-
letic team, one also gains
many new friendships and
experiences.
     Erika Goode-Perry is
extremely glad that she par-
ticipated in the speech and
group interpretation the
past four years.
     “Not only can speech
and theater help you over-
come your shyness and
bring you out of your shell,
it also provide a comfort
zone of having a group of
people who are very sup-
portive in everything you
do, both in and out of the
classroom.”
     “If I had known that
speech was so much fun I
would have joined my
freshman year,” Alan
Selph, who took the plunge
this year by performing in
the fall play, contest play,
and earning a second place
medal in dramatic duet act-
ing at the state finals for the
Falcon
Speech team, stated.
     “I used speech as an
outlet and as a way to meet
new people,” he explained.
“I met new people and be-
came more active with the
school.  It sure made my
senior year a memorable
and interesting one.”
     So a few words of ad-
vice to the underclassmen
we seniors are leaving be-
hind:  take advantage of
what your school has to of-
fer.  Your participation in
the activities in your school
will eventually pay off in
the end.  It will definitely
fill up those blank spaces
in your resumes and appli-
cations.  School activities
and athletics also gives you
a chance to network with
other people, including
adults who may know
someone that can help you
reach the next level on your
way to your dream career.
Best of all, it’ll make your
four years as a Falcon re-
ally fun.  So join a club, it
wouldn’t, shouldn’t, and
couldn’t hurt.

After many long hours of rehearsal the cast of TR’ Contest Play, “Blues for An Alabama
Sky,” takes a breather before hitting the boards again.  The production, directed by Yvonne
Nesbitt, captured fifth place at this year’s I.H.S.A. Sectional Drama competition in March.
Pictured are:  (l-r)  Kenyon Johnson, Nehemiah Barnes, Destiny Thompson, & Alan Selph.

Contest Play Takes 5th at Sectional

The mistake many high school students make is never taking advan-
tage of everything that’s offered, like getting involved in the Fine
Arts programs.  (A scene from the fall play, “The Color Purple.”)
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By Erika Goode-Perry

Classy or Trashy?...It’s Your Choice Ladies
“To be successful, a
woman has to be much
better at her job than a
man.”

Golda Meir, Former
Israel Prime Minister  

     It took exactly 75 years
to place women into the
position of equality we are
in today.  However there
is still a struggle to main-
tain an image once vigor-
ously fought for but now
fading away.  I’m speak-
ing of upholding the im-
age of a lady.
     Today, if one could
peer into an average high
school or even a mall on a
Saturday night, you can
seemingly compare and
contrast a lady like abun-
dance between some odd
years ago versus today.
     Young women and
teenage girls may come
off revealing more as op-
posed to the conservative
nature of women of the
past.  By no means are we
saying that women should
be wearing floor length
skirts and turtlenecks that
seal us up like a can of
soup.  But we have to find
a happy medium that bal-
ances keeping our sexual-
ity in concert with our
class and dignity.  In short,
no matter how we dress
and act, we should try to
present ourselves as la-
dies.
     Although the line be-
tween being classy and
“putting yourself out
there” is a thin one, the
reaction you receive from
others on a daily basis
should give you some idea
on how other perceive
you.  Just how are you rep-
resenting yourself?  Are
you projecting the image
you want?
    “Leave something to
the imagination!”  That’s
the old adage that’s been
passed down over the
years.  Unfortunately it
doesn’t seem to pertain to
the young women who
want to emulate those

video vixens or “trashy
women” who populate tele-
vision shows like Jerry
Springer, Maury, and the
like.  Many young women
have traded the “good girl”
image for the reputation of
being “the bad girl.”  So
think this is the way to at-
tract a man and get their
attention.  My question is,
“What type of man do you
think you’re going to at-
tract?”
     One would also have to
ask, “How can you expect
anyone to take you seri-
ously if you don’t have the
decency to respect your-
self?”  “Are morals and
high standards that out of

fashion that young women
no longer subscribe to be-
ing a woman of class, style
and grace?”
     Young women need to
grow up and learn to take
a stand against thinking
and looking like a street-
corner tramp.  When it
comes to your image you
only get one chance to
make a first impression on
people.  “You can’t be the
girl everyone wants, if
you’re the girl everyone
has had.”
     Countless times people
have joked, “I don’t kiss
and tell.”  Unfortunately,
there are times when you
don’t have to talk.  Your

actions and reputation
speak volumes.  Indis-
creetly posting on your
Facebook or Myspace page
what a “great time” you
and “what’s-his-face”
doesn’t classify you as a
lady.  If anything it starts
those whispers behind your
back and is the beginning
of the end of your pristine
reputation.  It also invites
attention from guys from
the wrong type of guys who
are looking for one thing
and one thing only (if you
know what I mean.)
     How many times have
you heard, “Don’t bend
over in that dress!” or “Al-
ways remember to cross
your legs when you sit
down.”  These are some of
the etiquette tips that moth-
ers try to instill in their
daughters.  Unfortunately,
some mothers still think
that they’re in high school
themselves and try to dress
the part.  Is it any wonder
whey their daughters come
to school looking like
working girls?
     Somewhere along the
line some young girls have
forgotten how a lady is sup-
posed to dress and act.  Of
course some rattle off a
sharp retort, “I don’t care

what people think of me!”
You may not now, but be-
lieve me you will later, es-
pecially when you’re out
there looking for work.
Remember the company is
looking for someone that
will represent them well.
Others perception can also
cost you a great deal, such
as a job, a scholarship, or
college admissions.
     Also, when acting like
a lady there should be a ra-
tionale of speaking with
great purpose.  Talking
loudly about which guy you
slept with or whom you
wish to sleep with in front
of your friends is simply
unacceptable (texting ap-
plied here as well).  In ad-
dition, showing disrespect
to adults when you don’t
get your way is another sign
of being classless.
      The list of do’s and
don’ts, along with wise
words of advice could go
on forever. Instead, I will
leave you with this final
thought:

“Self-worth comes from
one thing - thinking that
you are worthy.”

Wayne Dyer, Author &
Fitness Physician

With a countdown that began the day the juniors walked in the
door in August, the Prairie State Achievement Exam has come and
gone.  (Left) They boned up on facts the day before...(Below) and
we all smiles afterwards, relieved that it was all over!

“Before...And After!”

The great
Lena Horne,
who passed
away earlier
this month at
age 92, always
exuded grace,
style and class.
She epitomizes
what every
woman should
strive to be...a
lady,...a class
act!
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Can You Be Friends Without Getting Involved?
By Laquisha Patton

     So…you’re single and
looking for “the one.”  But
in the meantime you hang
out with your friends, both
male and female.  Sud-
denly it hits you…one of
those young men or young
ladies is looking pretty
good.  But you catch your-
self before anything hap-
pens.  Is it worth the risk
of taking a chance on love
and maybe losing a close
friendship?
     When you’re single you
have a natural instinct to
try to find a boyfriend or
girlfriend.  It’s just human
nature.  When people are
in a relationship they don’t
think about their friends in
a sexual kind of way.
When you’re in a relation-
ship you are already com-
mitted to one person.
Some people see their
friends as just friends and
nothing more.  They can
hang out, call them on the
phone, or confide in them
because they know nothing
romantic is going to hap-
pen.  Sometimes it’s some-
one you’ve been in school
with since kindergarten.
     Sometimes having a
friend of the opposite sex
comes between you and
your significant other.  Fe-
males in particular are al-

ways suspicious of guys
with female friends.  They
always wonder if something
other than talking is going
on.  The worst example is
when that friend is a former
girlfriend or boyfriend.  The
new partner can’t fathom  it
was a “friendly break-up.”
     Most people know that
you need to have a strong
emotional connection in or-
der to have a good relation-
ship.  How many of us have
experience a boyfriend or
girlfriend who loves to flirt
with the opposite sex?  This
drives you crazy because
you feel that they should be
faithful and not inviting un-
wanted advances from oth-
ers.  They’re putting out

mixed signals that may not
be respected.  Throw in
someone who is immature or
possessive and you have a
very volatile mix.
     Another thing is that
males who are friends with
women must really have
trust because most women
seem to gossip quite a bit,
especially when it comes to
relationships.  There isn’t a
student at TR who hasn’t
experienced or witnessed a
“she said, he said,” situation.
     These days there are
more reasons to be friends
with members of the oppo-
site sex.  A lot of people be-
lieve it’s impossible for it to
happen because eventually
one or both will develop

feeling towards one an-
other.  It may be a physi-
cal attraction, a com-
monality, or because
they’re pushing together
in a situation such as
working on class project
together.  Usually these
types of friendships there
seem to be unspoken
boundaries that “we’re
just going to be friends so
lets both relax and have
fun.”
     Some friends just be-
come friends and never
think about those prob-
lems.  They realize that
communication is the
key to any friendships.
There are just many
downsides to taking
things one-step further.
     On the upside your
“friend” can really help
you with your relation-
ship problems. They
know what it’s like to be
someone with feelings
for another person of the
opposite sex.  If jealousy
occurs it means that the
two friends really need to
sit down and discuss the
situation before they lose
their friendship.
     If you do not want
others to think that you
and your “friend” are
dating then you should
not give them a reason to
think that. When 150

men and women were
asked what they like or dis-
like about having a close
friend of the opposite sex,
women gave more negative
responses, listing sexual
tension as the number
cause of problems.  The
males said the number one
reason was being sexual at-
tracted to the female.
     It’s fine to be friends
with members of the oppo-
site sex, even having a very
close friendship with one,
but you have to remember
that you certainly cannot
spend more time with this
friend than the person
you’re dating.  Conversely,
you should never give up a
close friendship just be-
cause the person you’re
currently dating feel threat-
ened.  Trust is must in any
relationship, especially a
loving relationship with the
“special one.”  Of course
if it’s an ex-lover, then it
might be a different situa-
tion.  That’s when you have
to sit down and discuss be-
tween the two of you.
     Friendship is about
questions, trust, and hon-
esty.  If you want to be
friends with the opposite
sex then try your best to
make it work.  Sure it’ll be
hard work, but as the years
go by it’ll definitely be
worth it.

TR Talent Show Abounds With Star Power!

It was a night ladened with talent and showmanship as the TR Talent Show
provided the audience with music, dancing, singing, and spoken word per-
formances.  Veronica Walker walked off with the top prize.  Band members
Jason Jones, Mario Williams, Camren Brown, Runere Brooks, Darryl Delaney,
and Demetrius Delaney came in second place.  The event was held May 1st
and sponsored by the TR Theater Guild.  A round of applause to all!
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The Eyes Are Open, But the Brain’s Not On!
By Christen Boddie

     Everybody has that day
where you just don’t want
to get out of bed.  No mat-
ter how hard you try you
just can’t muster enough
energy to “rise and shine.”
You hit the snooze button
on the alarm clock over and
over and over again.  Be-
fore you know it it’s noon
and the day is half over.
Hey, let’s see what’s on TV.
     Russel Foster, Oxford
professor of Neuroscience,
has stated that, “more stu-
dents would do better in
class and be more active if
we started school later in
the day.  Teenagers need
more sleep than young chil-
dren or older adults be-
cause their minds and bod-
ies are in constant states of
flux, racing from one thing
to the other.”
     Maybe this can explain
the reason why there is
such a high rate of tardies

to first and second period
classes at Thornridge, like
most other high schools
across America.  The
American teenager is just
not built to wake up at six
in the morning.  Our body
chemistry is designed to
function from about 9 a.m.
until midnight, which is the
perfect schedule for getting
eight hours of sleep.
     If high school is to pre-
pare you for college why
do you get to pick your own
class schedule in college?
The warning we get from
those who go to college is,
“Make sure you stay away
from those 8 a.m. classes!”
Most heed the warning af-
ter experiencing it just
once.
     Other adults will say
that learning to get up early
and hit floor moving will
make your more produc-
tive when you finally enter
the work-a-day world of
working for a living.  No

company puts up with em-
ployees coming late to
work, especially when it
comes to oversleeping as
the reason.  The only
words you’ll hear is,
“Next!!!”
     That’s all fine and
good, but being in high
school and college is not
in the business world.
We’ll have the rest of our
lives to get up early and
wind our way to work.
Isn’t the point of being
young to be able to avoid
the inevitable responsibili-
ties of those working
adults?
     Parents, teachers,
coaches, and most impor-
tantly, you expect the best.
But how can you give your
best when you’re ex-
hausted?  Now I’m not
saying we aren’t complicit
in this great “sleep-in of
2010 and beyond.”  How
many of us stay up late
wasting time on the

Internet, talking on our cell
phones to our friends, or
hanging out later than we
should with a boyfriend or
girlfriend (you just saw
them two hours ago…how
much more do you have to
talk about?).  And how
many of us are working
part-time jobs where we
have to stay until midnight
and beyond (something
which is against the law).
     Maybe you should try
laying out your clothes the
night before so you don’t
have to waste time the next
morning trying to decide
what to wear.  That could
save you a little bit of sack
time in the morning.
     When you come home
from school how about
working on that English
paper right away rather than
getting on the phone or
computer, grabbing some-
thing to eat, or just loung-
ing around procrastinating.
Trust me, when 10 p.m.

rolls around you’ll be ready
to go to sleep because you
didn’t take a nap in the af-
ternoon.
     Lastly, try getting up
about 10 minutes earlier to
have at least some sem-
blance of breakfast.  Noth-
ing is worst than running out
the door on an empty stom-
ach.  You usually find your-
self hungry, grumpy and ir-
ritable because you’re try-
ing to function on an empty
stomach.  Why do you think
they say breakfast is the
most important meal of the
day?  You have to put gas in
the car to make it go!
     So students make sure
you get some sleep each and
every night (more than just
five hours) because you
need it.  You may be young
but lack of sleep does take
its toll on the human body.
And I don’t think they’re
going to move the starting
time for high school to 11
a.m. any time soon.

Do You Know the Real Meaning...?
By Jasmine Barrett

     “My fame was not to become what I became with this level of fame
my soul is possessed by this devil my new name is Rain man.” Eminem
– rapper & lyricist.
     “Man I gotta get my soul right; I gotta get these Devils out of my
life.” Jay-Z – rapper, lyricist & producer.
     “You can stand under my umbrella?”  Rhianna – singer & lyricist.

     Do you understand the implied meaning in these lyrics?  If you do
you’re probably in the very small minority of those who do.
     “You can stand under my umbrella?”  These lyrics are definitely
not those typically found in your average love song.  You may ask your-
self what is the deeper meaning of these words.  When you really think
about she is really writing about one has to wonder if the lyrics go
deeper.  Does it mean that you’re being protected from the rain or does
it mean that your faith is under the umbrella and that you have to pro-
tect it when it comes under questions, from others or by yourself?
     Rhianna says that you can stand under her umbrella, “You can be
under her protection.”  In this case she is saying that each and every-
one one of use has the power to control our own beliefs and security.
     But how many us really examine the deeper meaning of what we
have blaring through our Ipods and MP3 players.  There are so many
ways to decode a message in a song that one has to wonder if they
comprehend what really meaning the songwriter is trying to convey to
their fans.
     But it’s not only the songs that sometimes try to impart deeper mean-
ing.  Taking all those artists who promote their own clothing lines.
Singing superstar Beyonce Knowles, also known as Sasha Fierce, de-
cided to promote Baphomet on her website. Baphomet is the face fea-
tured on the sigil of the Church of Satan.  If you don’t think it’s true do
a search on Google and look up the face of Baphomet.  Then compare
it to the one on her website and you’ll find the same identical thing.  I
wonder if anybody in her company is aware of this?
     But it doesn’t end with music and clothing.  How about the hand
gestures that are thrown up during a performance or video?  Jay-Z’s

Rocafeller symbol of a triangle or diamond is actually a long time
Masonic design.  Whenever he throws it up he usually puts his left
“eye” in the middle of the triangle.  That eye symbolizes the “All-
Seeing Eye” of the Masonic faith.
     This is not the only place that Jay-Z uses dual meaning symbolism.
Check out his clothing line Rocawear.  The usual “R” that you think is
just a funny looking “R” for the clothing line is actually the “Eye of
Horus.”  Horus is also uses to represent Satan and Lucifer, the Devil.
So exactly is he and his company trying to say?  One has to wonder.
     Now this information is not to detour you from turning your life to
God, but rather to inform you about things your wear, the music you
listen to, and the hand gestures that you think are way too cool.
     Manipulation is the name of the game here.  Consumers and fans
have to realize that everything can and probably does has some under-
lying symbolic meaning.  It’s sad to think that these artists who want to
hold themselves up as role models and pop icons are undermining the
hearts and minds of America’s youth.
      Upon researching Eminem I found a young man who said he lis-
tened to the Eminem song, “3 A.M.,” before killing his entire family.
He told police the lyrics in this song told him to do it, especially after
he listened to it over 100 times.  If that isn’t cause for alarm then I
don’t what is.
     Conversely, when Eminem release a song that promoted a more
positive vibe he was criticized for using the deep baritone voice of Dr.
Dre to imitate the Devil.  Of course this is nothing new for artists who
are basically in a “no-win” situation because there will always be crit-
ics no matter what they do.  Remember back in the 19’50’s when Elvis
Presley was roundly criticized for his hip-shaking ways, with the reli-
gious communities denouncing it as “the dancing of the devil.”
     If there is one constant in this entire equation is that we all have
to remember the purpose of all these of people…they are there to
make money.  Plain and simple.  Whether it is music, films, televi-
sion, clothes…whatever, it’s all about separating you from your
dollars.  So make sure you understand what you’re buying, both
figuratively and literally.  You may be getting more than you bar-
gained for, especially 10 or 20 years from now when you’re trying to
understand your own kids.
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“A Night of Class, Style & Elegance”
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“...And a Good Time Was Had By All!!!”

Prom Queen Jayde Johnson
& Prom King Nehemiah Barnes

Prom Court:  (front) Milani Thomas, Crystal Payne & ; Carlisia Washington;
(middle) Orrin Chaplin, Jayde Johnson, Melanie Benford, Erika-Goode-Perry,
Tashanna Webb, & Mario Williams; (back) Derrick Wilbon, Sara Curtis, Garrick
Bradley, Jennifer Williams, Nehemiah Barnes, Mariah Dixon, Camren Brown, &
Marzene Winston.
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Top 10 Things That Annoy Teachers
By Davonte Watkins

     As students, most if not all of us, have that one teacher that gets on
our last nerves.  It may not be the teachers themselves, but rather the
things they do.  You know the ones I’m talking about.  The ones that
take your cell phones when it accidentally goes off in the middle of
their lecture, or give detentions and referrals for petty or ridiculous
reasons, or those teachers who give too much homework with very
little time to complete it or don’t really explain it that well.  The list
could go on forever, but you get the point.
     But have you ever thought about the things that really annoy teach-
ers or the things that really get under their skin?  After all, every day
they come to work and face over 100 different personalities that bring
their own unique baggage to class.  Students have very irritating hab-
its toward teachers, sometimes because they simply don’t like their
teacher or because they want attention.  As we flip the script, here are
the top ten things that really annoy teachers.

     10. Students who don’t like to listen:  Perfect example of stu-
dents who don’t pay attention to teachers or those who like to do things
their own way.  This annoys teachers because no matter how much
they explain or give guidance, there are those students who prefer not
to listen to them or don’t care to pay attention in class.  These are
usually the ones who are frequently asked to redo their work or the
ones that with average or poor grades.
     9.  Students who don’t do homework:  Students who go home but
leave their books at school.  These students are the ones you can catch
attempting to do their homework at the last minute during other classes
or at lunch.  This annoys teachers because students are usually rush-
ing through their schoolwork and will not have it up to par or only half
completed.  These students’ grades are usually not up to their ability.
In short, they’re slackers. 
     8. Students who get smart with teachers:  Probably should be in
the top five.  These are the students who crave attention or don’t like
a particular class so to pass the time they test their teachers nerves by
saying or doing things that they know will infuriate them.  This usu-
ally does not go well, as very few teachers have the patience and it
may result in a write-up, detention, or call home to the parents.
     7.  Class Clowns:  Very similar to number eight.  These are the
students that crave attention and/or will crack jokes constantly or act
goofy in class.  They don’t mix well with most teachers and very few
have the tolerance for this craziness.  The class clowns are also fre-
quently frowned upon because teachers know these students probably
aren’t taking their education seriously.
     6.  Students who text in class:  This has become an epidemic and
something that every teacher is now on the lookout for in their class. 
These are the students that bring their cellphones to class without turn-
ing them off for the purpose of being able to text while in class.  This
could be for a number of reasons, as many students have come up with
affective ways of doing this, such as passing on information about an
assignment or test to a friend that may have the same exact class and
teacher.
     5.  Students whom are frequently absent and still believe they
can pass:  This has been a sad, but true problem many teachers at TR
have had to put up with in recent years…the chronic absentee.  These
students are the ones that miss weeks out of school and only show up
once or twice a month…maybe.  They come to class and ask if they
can make up any work that they’ve missed for to past three-to-four
weeks in an attempt to escape the class with a least a D-.  This some-
times means that the teacher has to go back and put together all the
work that has long since passed; which would quite obviously annoys
any teacher.
     4. Students who fight in the classroom: “Security, Security!”
These are the students who often come to class looking for trouble. 
This could be difficult and infuriating for the teacher because while
they are teaching a subject, two students may start an argument and
disrupt the learning environment.  A fight will most likely ensue be-
tween the two, which will easily distract students and cause an un-

wanted scene.  There have been cases in which things got so out of
hand that the teacher was unable to continue the class period because
of disruption. 
     3.  Students who give teachers attitude:  Pretty self-explanatory. 
These students become mad at teachers when things are not going their
way.  This is either because the student didn’t get the grade they wanted
or they are not having a good day.  This is annoying and bad for teach-
ers because they have to deal with the negative energy that the student
brings in their classroom, as well as putting up with their attitude. 
This often ends with the teacher requesting the student to step out in
the hallway or calling security to escort them out. 
     2.  Students who cheat off others:  This really annoys teachers. 
These are the students that may not know the answer to a test or didn’t
bother to do an assignment.  So they instead decide to copy someone
else’s work.  Some teachers are usually able to immediately notice
when a student has copied work and will mark a big zero and grade of
“F” on their paper.  Sometimes just to prove a point, teachers even let
the students cheat on assignments, just so the student will receive an
“F” on their test/quiz (where they are usually carefully observed by the
teacher).  This is, in a sense, a way for teachers to “get back” at stu-
dents who copy other students’ work.
     1.  Students who sit in class and do nothing:  Last, but not least,
are those students who come to class, sit or sleep, and do absolutely
nothing the entire period.  These are the ones that sometimes come to
class just because their parents don’t want them staying home or roam-
ing the streets while they’re at work.  They come just for the social
experience.  They’d rather take a nap; stare into space, daydream, or
text the whole period away, rather than picking up a pen and taking
notes.  When they do decide to pick up a pen for an assignment, the
only thing they write is their name on the paper, much to the chagrin of
teachers.

     Now that you’ve read the main things that annoy teachers, please
keep this in mind.  No one is perfect and the teachers may also be
having a bad day just like students sometimes do.   But please realize
that most teachers work very hard at their jobs and are trying to make
sure you get a good education.  They are trying to prepare you for the
future.  So when you do have that one teacher that annoys you, try to
keep a positive attitude about it.  Who knows, that same teacher may
actually come to appreciate you more.  Try not to be like students who
do one of the things listed above.  After all, why make their jobs harder? 
If teachers can put up with us, then in the interest of fairness, we as
students should try and make their job easier.
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It’s Never Too Early
for a Bucket List

By Erika Goode-Perry

“A man who dares to waste one hour of time has not discovered the value of life.”
Charles Darwin

 
     Many of us may be familiar with terms, “the golden years” and “over the hill.”
Perhaps a few of us are very familiar with the term “kicking the bucket,” or as one
may like to refer to it, “taking the ol’ dirt nap.”
     According to the idiom site, the term “kicking the bucket” years ago referred to
suicide.  One would decide to end it all by putting a heavy secure rope around their
neck, stand on an upside down bucket, then…“whack”…kick the bucket away, and
swing their way to the great beyond.
     Before you get too depressed and maudlin about “shuffling off the mortal coil,”
let’s take a look at the lighter side of death (Is there such a thing???)
     There have been several surveys conducted to poll society about:  “If you could
know the date you were going to die, would you want to know?”   Some may believe
that knowing the date of your death may help you put your life in perspective, helping
you better understand the meaning of life.
     Many people who realize that, for whatever reason, their demise is imminent, cre-
ate what is termed as “a bucket list.”  Two years ago they made a movie of the same
name with Jack Nicholson and Morgan Freeman.  The two met in a hospital and drew
up a list of things to do before died.  A lot of people need a near-death experience to
make them re-evaluate their life as to what’s important and not important.
     The television show, “Buried Life,” on MTV, brought together a group of young
men who decided to create a bucket list (even though death is far in the future for all
of them) with no boundaries or limitations.  Here are a dozen of what they came up
with:
1.      Skydiving
2.      Host a block part
3.      Drive across America
4.      Kiss Rachael McAdams
5.      Throw the first pitch at a major league game
6.      Get on the cover of rolling stone
7.      Dance on stage at a major concert
8.      Spend the night in a haunted house
9.      Draw a mural
10.  Give a complete stranger a $100 dollar bill
11.  Travel to outer space
12.  Race at Indianapolis Speedway
 
     Needless to say, the list goes on to 100 items.  The sky was the limit for these guys,
literally.  Whenever one thinks about death, he or she should in turn, live everyday as
if it were their last.  “Tomorrow is promised to no man.”
     So why wait until you’re knocking on death’s door to do the things you really want
to do.  Whatever you want to accomplishment, no matter how big or small, you should
go for it.  It’s either “get busy livin’ or get busy dyin’.”
 

“Every man dies.  Not every man really lives.”
William Wallace

     “Laughing does the
body good.”
     Most people would
agree with this quote see-
ing as though almost every
person enjoys laughing or
wants to be around those
who are.  Some believe that
you have to laugh in order
to have a happy life.  Oth-
ers think that laughter is
just something people
want, but don’t always get.
     In today’s hard times it’s
more important now more
than ever because our lives
have become so stressful.
Whether it’s school, the
job, love life, or problems
in the family, things have
gotten a lot harder than 10
or 20 years ago.  It’s taking
wear-and-tear on our bod-
ies.  We need to find a way
to de-stress…and laughter
is the best medicine.
     “Laughter does help the
body relax and detoxify,”
according to Anastasia.
“Recent studies have
proven that laughter is
helpful to people who are
older.  It also helps people
live longer.”
     Laughter is indeed the
best medicine because
when you laugh your body
gets more oxygen than just
regular breathing.  It ener-
gizes and revitalizes the
body.
     According to self-pro-
claimed laugh doctor Paul
Antokolsy, “When you
laugh you are lowering
your blood pressure, reduc-
ing pain levels and you are
even helping your choles-
terol.” 
     Laughter also provides
immeasurable benefits to
the body and mind.  Laugh-
ing gives your internal or-
gans a gentle but effective
workout.  When a person
laughs it oxygenates your
brain and improves your
circulation.
     Most people who laugh
on a daily basis are usually
happier than those who
don’t take the time to “stop
and smell the roses.”
     People who take time
during their day to laugh

Laugh Your Way
to a Healthier You

By Gabrielle Dillon

and enjoy themselves are
more likely to be able to
cope and deal with stress-
ful situations.  Instead of
dwelling on the negative
try infusing humor into
your daily life.  Take that
energy and put a positive
spin on things.  You’ll find
it’ll make a big difference
in your mental and physi-
cal well-being.
     There are many ways
that a person can find
laughter as well as exercise
their inner body.  Maybe
it’s watching a funny
movie, going to a comedy
club to watch stand-up, or
reading a book on humor
or funny story.
     “I try to find the humor
in my everyday life,”
Kandace Williams ex-
plained.  “Instead of get-
ting angry I laugh about the
little things and let them
roll of my shoulders.” 
     Most people who are
willing to laugh at them-
selves are usually the ones
who live longer and who
lead happier lives.  No one
wants to be around a per-
son who doesn’t know how
to have fun or who does not
know how to laugh.
     Laughter is necessary
because it helps you to be-
come healthier and it helps
you live a happier life.  No
matter what happens to a
person if you are able to
find the humor in any prob-
lem the happier you will
be.
     It’s natural for people to
want to laugh and have fun.
Every person has the need
and wants to be social be-
cause it usually means
you’re sharing a common
pleasurable experience
with other people.
     In good times and in
bad times laughter has the
ability to bring people to-
gether and keep people
alive mentally and physi-
cally.  So laugh and have as
much fun as you can.  You
only have one life to live.
So why not live it to the
fullest?  The choice is
yours to make.
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Teamwork Can Be the Key to a Successful Future
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     Webster’s defines
“Teamwork” as “a joint
action by a group of
people, in which each per-
son subordinates his or her
individual interests and
opinions to the unity and
efficiency of the group.”
     This does not mean that
individual work is not im-
portant.  With everything
that is going on with our
economy, in society, in our
school, with one’s career,
and even personal endeav-
ors, it may lead us to be less
dependent on others and
more dependent on our-
selves.
     But this should not ne-
gate the fact that teamwork
is still something that each
and every one of us will
have to deal with at one
point or another in our life-
time.  Though some think
that term only applies in
athletics, more and more its
being used in the work-
place as employers are
looking for “team players”

rather than individuals.
     The concept of team-
work is extremely impor-
tant to the success of any
team.  You may ask your-
self, “Okay, now what
about the team members
that aren’t reliable or are
irresponsible?”  How do
you deal with this when it
happens to you?
     So how do you balance
being a “team player” ver-
sus being an “individual?”
What you’re going to find

when you finally get a job
that you’re going to have to
do a balancing act between
the two in order to survive.
     High school provides an
environment to help young
adults explore new things
and experiment with their
talents.  “High school is
like pie, so dig in!”  Young
people can find new
people, keep old friends,
and find out more about
themselves by being part of
a team or organization.

Participation helps a high
school student get a taste of
what the real world may be
like because they’ll have to
deal with many personali-
ties in order to achieve a
common goal.
     Being a “team player”
goes a long way, according
to Maxine Sanders-
Snowden, who owns a lo-
cal State Farm Insurance
Agency.
     “In every business it is
extremely crucial to have
employees on the same
page,” she explained about
her business style.  “It’s of
great significance that em-
ployees know their job re-
sponsibilities and are prop-
erly trained to meet the de-
mands of the job.  Holding
employees accountable is a
major factor in keeping
them working towards the
goals of the company.  It
also allows them to know
what is expected of them.”
     Most high school stu-
dents learn teamwork by
competing in athletics.  Fal-

con Varsity Boys Basket-
ball Coach Keith White
works hard to instill dedi-
cation and commitment in
his players in hopes they
rally around each other to
work towards a common
goal.
     “The significance of
keeping your players on
one accord is that strength
is in numbers, one mes-
sage... one mission,” he
stated.  “The goal of the
team is to reach a particu-
lar level in hopes of achiev-
ing victory.  When you’re
part of a team you’re essen-
tially agreeing to work for
the greater good.”
     Timothy Hardy, senior,
who played for the Falcon
basketball team this past
season, says that in order
for a team to be successful
each player has to be self-
less.  “Being a team player
can be referred to as being
unselfish.  Being unselfish
can make your teammates
willing to play with you
and respect you.”

as 100,000 physicians, over
the next 10 or 15 years.
What good will health care
be if there aren’t enough
doctors and nurses to take
care of everybody?
     The Physicians Founda-
tion is a nonprofit organi-
zation created in 2003 to
help physicians, in an in-
creasingly difficult practice
environment, to continue
delivering high-quality
health care.  It was noted
that 63% said increasing
paperwork has caused
them to spend less time per
patient, and that 76% said
they were either at “full
capacity” or are “overex-
tended and overwhelmed.”
     Less than six percent
assessed their colleagues’
morals as positive and 78
% reported that over the
past five years the practice
of medicine has become
less satisfying.  The result
of these factors is that 49%
of physicians reported that

over the next one to three
years they intended to re-
duce the number of patients
they see or to stop seeing
patients altogether (due to
retirement, working part-
time or seeking non-medi-
cal jobs).
     For the past 25 years the
number of physicians com-
pleting training at medical
schools in the United States
has remained flat at about
24,000 a year.  During that
time a new handful of
medical schools has been
added and enrollment has

gradually in-
creased, but not
at the rate
needed to keep
up with the de-
mand for health
care.  With
Americans liv-
ing longer and
the baby
boomers hitting
their retirement
years, something

has got to give.  And it’s not
going to be pretty.
     The Association of
American Medical Col-
leges has initiated a plan to
increase medical school
enrollment by 30% by the
year 2015.  But that won’t
help unless the number of
medical residencies is
available for them.
     According to the Mas-
sachusetts Medical Society
the state is now suffering a
critical shortage of primary
care of physicians.  Ex-
panded insurance cover-

     Everyone should know
that the health-care bill that
was recently passed by
Congress and signed into
law by President Barack
Obama came after a very
long and arduous debate.  If
only for a little while it
seem appropriate to look
on how this significant vote
will impact our health-care
system and our lives.
     Some lawmakers and
political pundits have ar-
gued that the overall cost of
the legislation will be pro-
hibitive.  The United States
does and will not have
enough money to take care
of giving health care to ev-
eryone.  While that argu-
ment goes beyond exper-
tise, there may have been
an issue that has been ig-
nored.  The Associate of
American Medical Col-
leges point to what they see
a serious shortage, as many

age, regardless of its noble
objective, has caused an
increase in demand for
medical services, but there
hasn’t been an increase in
the number of doctors.
     It is obvious that there
is a great and urgent need
to increase the number of
physicians and other medi-
cal personnel in the United
States.  If this does not hap-
pen and lawmakers con-
tinue to ignore this fact
(and the funding of college
scholarships for those who
want to attend medical
school) there will be no
way to ensure that every
American citizen receives
quality health care.
     The old joke, “Some
where out there is the
world’s worst
doctor…and what’s
worse, someone has an
appointment to see
them!”  This will become
a reality and no one will
be laughing.

By Jazzica Norfleet

Health Care for All -- Problem Solved?  Don’t Bet on It!
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Where Did the Past Four Years Go?
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     One of the things young
people don’t seem to un-
derstand these days is the
value of doing volunteer
work.  Too many of us want
something in return or ask,
“What’s in it for me?”
     When it comes to vol-
unteering that questions
should never be
asked…ever!  The point of
volunteering on any level is
to give others your most
valuable commodity – your
time and effort.
     Volunteering provide
you with the opportunity to
help change lives of others
while also feeling good
about giving back to the
community.  It can be a
great way to get involved
and change things you feel
aren’t right.  In the 1990’s
many high schools imple-
ment community service
hours as a graduation re-
quirement.  All I can say,
“Amen!”

     When the Class of 2010 entered Thornridge
High School four years ago we were told,
“Look to your left…look to your right…most
of the people you see here are not going to be
here by the time you graduate.”  With gradu-
ation just a week away we’ll see exactly how
many of those naïve little freshmen from back
in 2006 will stroll across the stage to grab that
precious diploma.
     Over the past four years we, the Class of
2010, evolved into the people that we are to-
day just by conquering the trials and tribula-
tions of high school.  We also noticed that
many things have changed since our high
school career began four years ago. Wow,
2006? Where did the time go!!!
     In 2006 we were excited freshman, fresh
out of Lincoln, Dirksen, Coolidge, or some
other area middle school.  This was a long
time ago, but it was still the most important
year in high school if you think about it.
     This year held many memories and many
“shoulda, coulda, woulda” moments because
if you ask any senior at TR, they will admit
that they should’ve stayed focused in their first
year of high school.
     Our class had many different personalities.
Nevertheless we all had one thing in common:
we wouldn’t be punks, go down easily, and
we would earn and fight for our respect.  There
were fights almost every day after school.

By Laquisha Patton      The existence of future
generations will depend on
community service and
people giving back to the
community.  It takes a vil-
lage to raise a child, but it
takes a community to keep
itself strong and vibrant.
We should all be willing to
donate a certain amount of
time every year without it
being some sort of require-
ment.
     The best way to volun-
teer is to find something
that piques your interest
and is something that you
enjoy doing.  You can be a
part of a youth mentoring
program, or coach a sport
or supervise an activity at
your local park district.
Sometimes you should take
the time out your day and
just think about assisting
someone in the neighbor-
hood who needs a little
help.  It could be cutting
grass, shoveling snow, or
helping them clean up their
yard.  If you look around

the neighborhood you’ll
always find senior citizens
who could use a helping
hand, especially those with
medical problems.  The
more you give your time
the more others would wel-
come you. Your hands will
always keep you welcome.
     Another thing you can
do is young children learn
and grow by volunteering
to help with holiday drives,
visit the local animal shel-
ter to help clean up or walk
/ play with a pet.  If poli-
tics is your thing why not
find someone your can sup-
port and help out with their
campaign.  All you have to
do is find the time to do it
and try to make a schedule.
     One thing about the
summer time is that there
are so many youth camps
that are in need of volun-
teers.  Yes most of these
don’t pay anything.  But
isn’t that the point…to do-
nate your time so the orga-
nization can use their

miniscule funds for more
important things.
     The best thing about
volunteering is that it does
give you a good feeling in-
side knowing that you’re
making a difference in the
lives of others.  And you’ll
probably make new friends
who have the same inter-
ests.
     While you are volun-
teering you can also learn
a lot yourself.  Everyone
doesn’t know everything
about everything so this
provides you an opportu-
nity to expand your mind as
well.
     Volunteering is also
something that looks ex-
tremely good on a college
or job application.  It makes
a statement that you’re
willing to help others who
are less fortunate and to
give back to the commu-
nity.  It also provides you
with sense of responsibil-
ity and shows you in a dif-
ferent light.

     When you volunteer
people get a chance to see
you in a different light.
They think the better about
you because you’re helping
to change the lives of oth-
ers.  People start looking up
to you.  You may even be-
come a role model for oth-
ers.  You feel like you have
the power to change things
because you’ve become
part of the solution.
     Volunteering is and al-
ways will be one of the cor-
nerstones of American so-
ciety.  America has had a
long history of helping
those in need.
     Remember it’s never
too late to learn new skills.
You should never want to
stop learning.  Volunteering
is a great way to say,
“Thanks,” to those before
you who gave their time
when you were growing up.
     Volunteering…isn’t it
time for you to step up?
Yes, it is!

By Brittney Hopgood Students would get into arguments with others
over their boyfriends or simply because you
looked at them funny.
     Still, everyone had one goal at the start of
his or her high school career…to be accepted.
The first year showed, in one way or another,
how the rest of your high school years were
going to be played out.  Like in the film, “The
Breakfast Club,” we all fell into a stereotypi-
cal group that stuck together for four years.
     By the time sophomore year rolled around
we were somewhat familiar with the flow of
high school.  We were still very inexperienced,
but we started to get a feel for this high school
thing.  We returned that year with new person-
alities in mind, proud of our new names and
happy that we did not have to introduce our-
selves as freshmen anymore. Many students
saw the new school year as a perfect time to
introduce their altered revamped / reinvented
personalities.  We made a few new friends and
distanced ourselves from a few old ones. This
quickly became the year of grudges, posturing,
arguments, growing pains, and trying to find
our place in the pecking order of the high school
hierarchy.
     Junior year had its ups and downs with some
occasional steady moments.  We became more
sociable and began hanging with an older
crowd in hopes of gleaning nuggets of wisdom
from those would already gone down the same
path.  Because of this we became more confi-
dent as upperclassmen.  This year was filled

with anticipation of the year to come.  You
couldn’t escape the, “Next year we’ll be se-
niors” or “Can you believe next year we’ll be
done with high school and go off to college?”
     With new responsibilities pushed into our
faces and high expectations weighing heavy on
our backs, we entered our senior year antici-
pating the end of the year – graduation on May
29, 2010.  We couldn’t wait to get started so
we could get to the end as quickly as possible.
We were ready to escape from that security
guard that was always posted in B hallway
ready to search us for our IDs.  Most of us can
even recite the inspirational speeches that have
been preached at us throughout this year (not
that we don’t appreciate them, but we’ve heard
them all before!).
     Senior year obviously involved a lot more
planning and even tougher decisions than we’d
imagined.  Not to mention Senior Project, ap-
plications for college, and the long awaited
Prom.  In the end, after all the trials and tribu-
lations, lessons learned, we have survived!  We
conquered all the detentions, harassments, un-
ruly students, good and bad teachers, and any
other thing that might have robbed us from cel-
ebrating on the last Saturday in May.
     To think graduation day is finally upon us.
Yes, Class of 2010, we are ready to hop, skip,
dance, and or run across that stage on that
faithful day.  So where did four years go? It’s
over before it began.  And that was pretty
quick wasn’t it?  Good luck to all!

Helping Others Also Helps Yourself
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     As a senior you realize
that your four years in high
school fly by.  I must say,
the past four at Thornridge
have been quite the expe-
rience.  A lot of things have
changed since we were
freshmen in 2006.  Every
year the rules seemed to
change, the class schedule
has changed, the lunch
menu, and the number of
seniors graduating.
     So as the last few days
of your high school career
dwindle down your mind
starts to think ahead to col-
lege.  You have to wonder
how things will be differ-
ent than they’ve been in
high school.  After all, col-
lege means that all the re-
sponsibilities are now
squarely on your shoulders.
You mess up and it’s your
fault.  No more excuses.
     When you graduate
from eighth grade you start
to think about what high
school will be like?  What
are some of the things
you’re going to look for-
ward to doing?  You can’t
wait to enjoy some of the
freedom and independence
that “the big house” offers,
especially when you be-
come an upperclassman.
     Jacqueline Schmitt, a
junior who will be a Stu-
dent Council Vice-Presi-
dent next year, said she
looked forward to a lot of
things when she came to
TR three years ago.
     “I was looking forward
to the dances and extra ac-
tivities because we didn’t
have any of these at
Dirksen Middle school,”
she explained.  “I did real-
ize that high school would
be more stressful and that
you’d have to be more fo-
cused if you wanted to be
successful.”
     In high school most
teachers are always trying
to encourage you to stay
focused and do your best.
They get on you about
making sure you do you’re
prepared for class, work on
your projects and papers,
and do your homework.
You may not realize it but

By Laquisha Patton

Get Ready to Grow Up...Here Comes College!

a lot of adults are essen-
tially holding your hand for
four years.
     Unfortunately many
high school students fail to
take their education seri-
ously, opting to put too
much importance on the
social aspects of school.
Some get caught up in
causing mischief, being
destructive and disrespect-
ful, and even joining a gang
(sometimes with deadly
consequences).
     “High school is what I

thought it would be,” Do-
minique Poole, senior,
stated.  “I knew the aca-
demics would be a lot of
work and more responsibil-
ity.  What I didn’t realize is
the large number of imma-
ture people and the amount
of violence that happens to
both students and teachers.
Some kids are so disre-
spectful to the adults that
you have to wonder why
they continue to work
here.”
     Marcia Poyser, a 2009

graduate of TR and cur-
rently a freshman the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati, re-
flected on her time at the
‘ridge.  “High school lets
you get away with so much
more.  In college you just
can’t turn in work when
you want or make up a test
whenever you feel you’re
ready to take it.  You have
to be a lot more serious and
responsible, especially be-
cause there’s nobody tell-
ing you that you have to go
to class.”
     A member of the aca-
demic top 10 of the junior
class, Schmitt, who will be
a senior at TR next year,
agrees with Poole that in
high school teachers are
more supportive and ap-
proachable.  They try ex-
tremely hard to keep you on
task and focused.
     “I know that in the
classes I’ve taken the
teachers are constantly on
you about doing your work
and studying hard,”
Schmitt related.  “When
you have a teacher like Mr.
Bell (A.P. History instruc-
tor) continually making
sure that you’re doing what

you’re supposed to do ev-
ery day it helps you be suc-
cessful.  You really appre-
ciate it after the class is
over and you’ve had some
time to reflect on it.”
     In college it’s a differ-
ent story because the pro-
fessors don’t hold your
hand and baby you.  Those
excuses you got away with
in high school don’t work
in college.  One of the
things they expect in col-
lege is that you’re supposed
to be an adult.  You’re ex-
pected to take responsibil-
ity for what you do and
don’t do, say and don’t say.
Welcome to the real world.
     No matter if it’s the high
school experience or the
college experience the one
thing all students agree
upon is that it’s tough learn-
ing to be a responsible
adult.  And just wait until
you get a job and have to
go to work everyday.
You’ll be wishing for the
good old days of college
when life was pretty much
carefree.  All the fun of
being an adult without all
the responsible.  Enjoy now
while you can.

Taking on the drama, “The Laramie Project,” members of TR’s Group Interpretation placed fifth at this year’s I.H.S.A. Sectional
Competition in March.  Pictured are:  (front) Lache Maston-Fisher, Malcolm Thompson & Fenia Dukes; (back) Matthew Roberts,
Christen Boddie, Jacqueline Schmitt, Jermaine Weir, Sergio Munoz, & Gabrielle Dillon. (absent - Erika Goode-Perry).  The group was
led by Director Lee R. Talley.

G.I.’s “Laramie Project” Does TR Proud!
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     They’re here and they want our blood.  New and improved and more alive than
ever, vampires have taken over film, literature, and television, leaving fans and view-
ers hungry for more.  Over time vampires have transitioned from creepy, monstrous
creatures that fed on our blood to irresistible romanticized figures in today’s modern
culture.
     It’s believed that all the credit goes to Bram Stoker’s classic story “Dracula.”  But
in fact it was John William Polidori who first introduced the world to the vampire in
his gothic novella, “The Vampyre,” published in 1819.  After knowing a little bit of
history on these lustful beings, let’s sink our teeth into how vampires have migrated
through history into timeless themes of modern culture.
     When vampires first crept into the limelight they were old, frightening, or disfig-
ured.  In fact they used to be repulsive and ugly.  We became used to the cliché com-
mercial depiction of a vampire:  tall and dark with slicked back hair accenting a widow’s
peak, pale skin, and of course, the extended canine-like teeth. These characteristics
are recognizable by anyone because it’s an artist’s goal to create something that can be
easily identified by consumers.
     But soon the big screen came along to give vampires a much-needed makeover.
From the early film versions, “Nosferatu,” to Bela Lugosi’s manic 1950’s version to
director Roman Polanski’s comical “Fearless Vampires Killers” of the 1960’s to 1980’s
teen version, “The Lost Boys,” with Corey Feldman and the recently deceased Corey
Haim, vampires have always been a staple of the scary bedtime story.
     The 19th century vampire can now assume any appearance they choose, but the
most common comes in the form of irresistible “man-candy.”  You know, the hot-
bodied, dark, brooding, sullen loner who longs for love but knows it’s forbidden be-
cause he’s cursed for all time.
     This may be the reason most of today’s vampire stories are written for women by
women.  Author Anne Rice started this latest trend in the 1980’s with her novel,
“Interview with a Vampire,” which was turned into a blockbuster movie starring Tom
Cruise and Brad Pitt.
     “My favorite vampire is Eric from HBO’s “True Blood,” says Christen Boddie.
“He’s scary and evil, but he can also be funny and devious at times.  He’s not like the
traditional vampire.  He’s able to break through the stereotypes that come with being
a vampire.  Plus, he’s undeniably cute,” she jokes.
     The perception of vampires has drastically changed since they first appeared in
literature.  There was a time when vampires rose from the grave to terrorize innocent
victims.  They were considered conniving and horrifying monsters that killed or robbed
to get what they desired.
     “The scariest vampire has to be Claudia from “Interview with a Vampire,” admits
Rob Nerius, Thornridge librarian, a voracious reader who has read many of vampire
stories over the years.  “She’s the scariest because she had a lot of power.  Yet she’s so
young and that also makes me sad for her character because she can never grow up.”
     Today vampires are no longer feared.  They have become “must haves” in litera-
ture and film.  They can be compared to an empty vase that is capable of being filled
with a variety of ideas and controversial issues.
     In the earlier times, particularly in the 1980s, vampires started to become symbols
for social issues such as addiction and feminism.  Bram Stoker tackled the issue of
pride, prejudice, and prudishness in his controversial, “Dracula.”  They have become
so multifaceted that they can cover both liberal and conservative views, including
homosexuality and health. “Vampires can be a metaphor for an alter ego of us,” says
English instructor Barbra Gaynor.
     So whether they’re coming to life on the big screen or in the pages of literature
lining your local bookstore, one thing is certain.  Vampires have made their mark in
society and are most certainly here to stay…now and forever.
     A line from the 1980’s comedy film “Dracula, Dead and Loving It,” sums up
vampires the best.  “They can dodge death, seduce anyone they please, sleep all day,
and party all night. What’s not to love about a vampire?”

Horoscopes
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By Brittney Hopgood

Lions!  Tigers! Vampires...Oh My!

Aries:  Speak up today.  Take the practical angle on
any project.  Use emotional power to persuade oth-
ers to accept your viewpoint.

Taurus:  Today is filled with every sort of activity.
Talk is cheap, so keep yours to a minimum.

Gemini:  Focus on love.  Avoid arguments.  Use
your physical energy as constructively as possible.

Cancer:  Take time with your words today.  You
have plenty to say, but your temper could get in the
way.

Leo:  Spend time at home if at all possible.  This is
not the time to be running around town partying.

Virgo:  Recent efforts now pay off in the love de-
partment.  Even criticism carries with it recogni-
tion of that effort.

Libra:  Move forward with group activities.  You
may not be the chairman of the board, but you are
the go-to person for ideas.

Scorpio:  This is a big day for you.  Be prepared for
lively conversations.  Others provide drama.

Sagittarius:  You accomplish more through active
listening.  An older person forces you to change di-
rection.  Accept the inevitable.

Capricorn:  Take a big step forward at school.
Adapt your ideas to a plan that’s in place already.
Balance innovation with tradition for best results.

Aquarius:  Work behind the scenes pays off in the
long run.  If you must argue keep your voice down.
Logic wins.

Pisces:  Let your partner guide your actions.  You
don’t have to be in charge every day!  Talk less,
listen more.  You’ll be the wiser for it.

The menacing cast of the smash-hit “Twilight” films.

Talent was in abundance as Theater Arts students from instruc-
tor Yvonne Nesbitt’s classes put on a trilogy of plays on May
7th.  “Rent,” “The Wiz” and “High School Musical.”  Mack
McColm played Collins, the HIV infected Collins in “Rent.”

Payin’ the “Rent”
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     It seems like only yes-
terday when we uttered the
words, “I can’t wait until I
become a grown up.”  At
one point or another this
was a thought that ran
through all of our minds as
young children.  Even now
as teenagers and young
adults we still sometimes
lose our patience in hopes
of gaining the freedom of
being an adult.  We want all
the fun of being an adult
even though we don’t com-
prehend all the responsi-
bilities of being one.  We
fail realize the many hard-
ships and struggles most
adults go through on a daily
basis.
     High school age (14-18
years old) young people see
becoming an adult as being
way far off in the distance.
We have been preparing for
this our entire life, but the
fact is that we don’t have
as much time to prepare as
we think.  Life in general
comes up fast, but becom-
ing an adult comes hurdling
faster than normal.
     Are you prepared to be-
come an adult?  Have you
even thought about what
you’ll be doing at age 20,
age 25, and beyond?  Or are
you just a “moment by
moment” person?
     “I didn’t make the deci-
sion to become a librarian
in high school,” Rob
Nerius, Thornridge librar-
ian, stated.  “I made it as
an adult, went back to
school to get my library
certification, and took over
the job as librarian 16 years
ago.”
     Taylor Morgan, cur-
rently a student enrolled at
South Suburban College
said the lack of confidence
in their own abilities might
be the reason they can’t
seem to make a rationale
adult decision.
     “Many students, espe-
cially high school students,
have a good idea as to the
type of career they want to
pursue as an adult,” she
explained.  “But they fear
the hardships that will

Where Do You See Yourself 10 Years From Now?
come with working to-
wards it.  They think that
they may not be ready to
handle them.  It’s every bit
of a psychological prepara-
tion as it is physical prepa-
rations.”
     The indecision causes
most college students to
change their major two or

three times before finally
figuring out and sticking
with one career choice.  It
makes it even harder when
you have interests in two or
more areas, usually some-
thing artistic and some-
thing more tangible.
     “It’s hard when you are
multi-talented,” Robert
Jameson, a 24-year-old
graduate of Chicago State
University, stated.  “A stu-
dent with unlimited poten-
tial has endless choices to
they can make.  It can
sometimes be a burden, but
it also gives you options.”
     According to a recent
survey (cpa.ca.com) a re-
ported 51.1% of high
school students will know
what career they want as
adults and will stick with
it.  The other 48.9% will
end up switching career

choices at least once before
becoming a senior.  Many
students admit that salary
and benefits play a key role
in their decision.
     However, the current
state of the economy has
caused some seniors to
change their previous
choice.

     “Nowadays it’s all about
what puts food on the table,”
Tyrice Echols, a student cur-
rently attending Westwood
College in River Oaks, Calu-
met City, stated.  “Having
your dream job is good, but
if it can’t pay bills and sup-
port a family, then what good
does it do?” 
     Of course not all stu-
dents feel this way. 
Kristina Hashett, a senior at
Fenger High School, feels
that chasing a salary may
not work out the best for
everyone.
     “Having a job just be-
cause it pays well is un-
healthy,” she explained.
“You should go for what
makes you happy, not just
for what pays the bills.”
     One aspect that may af-

fect a senior’s decision may
be whom they surround
themselves with, both fam-
ily and friends.  It may be
that they will be the first
one in their family to go to
college and that the impor-
tance of education isn’t re-
ally stressed in the home.
Others may opt for the se-

curity of attend-
ing a school with
their friends be-
cause they want
that security of
knowing some-
one while expe-
riencing a brand
new environ-
ment.
     Many high
school students
have to deal with
obstacles that
may also impact
their career deci-
sion.  Violence,
drugs, sex and
peer pressure all
play a role in
shaping most
young people.  If
you attend a high
school in Ameri-
can you’ll surely
have to deal with
one or more of
these things.
     However
some teachers
and adults sug-
gest it has be-
come more of a

“media distraction.”  The
technology explosion of the
past 20 years has really made
an impact on young people.
     “Cell phones and texting
distract them from being fo-
cused and succeeding in
school,” Nerius explained.
“Social networking sites such
as Twitter, Facebook and
MySpace, have many teach-
ers worried that it may be hin-
dering the student’s focus and
steering it elsewhere.”
     This could also be the
case with peer pressure as
well, with many being fol-
lowers rather than leaders.
     “Do not be a follower of
the crowd,” Echols stated.
“Be a leader and if you
make a decision, stick to
it.”
     “Be your own guide-

By Laquisha Patton line,” Hashett agreed.  “It’s
okay to receive advice from
your peers, but don’t let
them choose your future for
you.  And don’t do things
that you’ll regret.”
     We all want live forever,
right?  Or at the least long
enough to live out our
adulthood and dreams. 
Most young people don’t
realize that leading a less
than healthy lifestyle will
impact your longevity.  The
problem is that most young
people are too busy think-
ing about now rather than
the future.  Young people
only think of themselves as
indestructible.  Eating
healthy, exercising, and
keeping your mind active
are key elements to staying
fit and maintaining focus
academically. 
     “More students prefer
fatty foods such as cheese-
burgers and nachos,”
Jameson says.  “Instead of
exercising they would
rather sit and watch televi-
sion all day or spend time
on the Internet.”
     It is also crucial that we
stay healthy for academic
reasons as well.  Unhealthy
habits can carry over into
your school performance.  
Nerius insists there are
simple ways to stay healthy.
“Lot’s of activity, social in-
teraction, and focus in
school work.  Joining a
sport is also beneficial,” he
added.
     Though the road to your
future seems long and un-
certain, you must realize
that preparation, hard
work, and responsibility
are musts.  Preparation is
two-thirds of the job, and
although you may not real-
ize it, your current age is
probably the most impor-
tant in your life.  Any deci-
sion you make as a young
adult will have impact your
adult life.  So be sure to
know what you want to be,
where you want to be, and
how you plan to get there.
Then make it happen.

You don’t have to be famous like these TR
grads, but you should have a plan for suc-
cess.  Pictured (Above) singer Syleena
Johnson; (left - top to bottom) sportscaster
Ryan Baker, actress Jane Lynch, and actor
Nelsan Ellis.
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     Yes, seniors…graduation is a week away.  You know what that means?  It means
that it’s time to pack up and kiss your dependence goodbye! 
     Now most of you are probably jumping for joy and won’t miss your parents’ con-
stant nagging.  You won’t miss their constant interference in your social life or all
those rules that really don’t pertain you…Mr. or Ms. Young Adult.  But are you really,
truly ready for the independence of college?
     Many students enter college thinking it’ll be fun because of their newfound free-
dom.  That it’s going to be one of the easiest things ever.  But most college freshman
will have a different perspective by the end of the first semester.  Some are even asked
to leave because they “P-A-R-T-I-E-D” a bit too much.
     Someone forgot to tell them that the hand holding of their high school years is
over.  That no one will be pushing them to do their homework every day or waking
them up every morning so they get to school on time.  Those days will be long gone.
You’re on your own now.
     When young adults go to college there is a certain expectation that you’ll have
grown up a bit.  Parents stop pacifying you and cut the apron strings.  You are now
responsible for your own decision.  Hope you were paying attention to all those life-
lessons your parents and teachers were telling you about.  Hey…Welcome to life!
     Even though letting go might be harder for some parents, at some point all parents
let go and it let you fend for yourself.  There is no more, “Mom, what’s for dinner?” or
“Dad, give me fifty bucks.”  Everything you do depends on you.  You create your own
diet, wash your own clothes, and now have to pay your own ways on most things.
     Yes, independence is a great thing.  But with it comes a lot of responsibility.  For
example, it could be the smallest thing such as locking your door when you leave your
dorm room.  Or it could be something that hasn’t even cross your mind at this
age…guarding you social security number so that no one steals your identity.  So
those same immature and careless mistakes you made in high school may be very
costly in college.
     In addition, all those wonderful inventive excuses and “little white lies” you told
in high school to avoid doing homework or studying won’t fly in college.  Most col-
lege professors will just look at you and say, “I don’t think so.”  Whatever you’re
sellin’ they ain’t buyin’!  College professors want results, not excuses.  And they
know that they’ll be a whole new group of students next semester.
     Any first year college student will tell you freshmen year is full of it’s ups and
downs, from being homesick to getting used to college level work.  At times it’s a
battle, but in the end you learn a lot and have a ton of fun.  It’s one big learning
experience especially if it’s your first year without the guidance of a parent or adult.
     As a freshman in college you need to be aware of your surroundings and ready for
anything.  You have to learn whom to trust and whom not to trust.  You have to learn
to start making decisions that will benefit your future. There will be no second chances.
     Remember that college is supposed to be a time to have fun, but also a time to
get ready for the real world.  We should use the lessons learned in high school to
ensure that your college experience is most profitable.  So before you pack up all
your stuff and walk out your parents’ house with that big smile on your face ask
yourself, “Am I ready for the independence of college?”

By Gabrielle Dillon

Are You Ready for
the Independence of College?

Good Luck to
Our TR Retirees

Paul Zakula
Health & P.E.

Gayle Zeilenga
Special Programs

David Konkol
English

Barbara Gaynor
English

Robert Nerius
Librarian

Andy Warholak
Health & P.E.

     It’ll be “so long and farewell” for six TR staff
members when they wind up their careers in edu-
cation on Tuesday, June 1, 2010.  The six Fal-
cons will be soaring off into the retirement sun-
set after stellar careers in education.
     The English Department will be losing its two
Advanced Placement instructors as Dave Konkol,
36 years, and Barbara Gaynor, 38 years, exit the
‘ridge.  The Physical Education / Health / Driv-
ers Education Department will lose Andy
Warholak, 34 years, and Paul Zakula, 35 years,
to retirement.  Special Programs instructor Gayle
Zeilenga leaves TR after 33 years and Librarian
Rob Nerius departs the library after 32 years.
     We wish much happiness and good health in
your well deserved retirements.  Thank you for
all that you did for our TR students.
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     It seems like more than
ever celebrities are being
caught in the morass of
media permeating the air-
waves these days.  Every-
where they go the pressure
is on.  Everything they do
the camera is always roll-
ing, capturing their every
move, mood and com-
ments.  No matter what a
celebrity does there is no
escaping from the sudden
flash of the camera.  There
is no stopping what makes
the cover of the morning
paper or next week’s
magazine.  It seems like a
person would do whatever
it takes to reach the top of
the Hollywood scene, but
can the media really de-
stroy a celebrities’ reputa-
tion?  Have they abused
their journalistic ethics by
heaping bad press on ce-
lebrities who are only try-
ing to live their life?
     Young Hollywood, es-
pecially the females, is
constantly being thrown
into the limelight, most of-
ten before they are ready
or before they know what
hits them.  One of the
worst things that these
young women have to deal
with is the constant battle
to maintain a beautiful
body image.  Every time

Does the Media Go Overboard Covering Celebrities?
By Imani Moore you open up a magazine,

you always notice a person
getting slammed for how
skinny they are or how fat
those are too.
     Some celebrities have
admitted to having an eat-
ing disorder.  The media
will then flip the script and
accuse them of not being a
good role model to young
girls.  One example is ac-

tress Mary-Kate Olsen, fa-
mous for her role as
Michelle Tanner on the
television sitcom “Full
House.”  She is a prime
example of a young star the
media criticizes for her
weight fluctuation.  She
once stated that she hates
having her picture taken

because she doesn’t want to
be in a “who is fat or who
is skinny” magazine.  In
2004, Olsen announced
that she was suffering from
anorexia.  The tabloid
magazines had a field day,
stating Hollywood starlets
were being so obsessed
about their looks that they
were doing so much dam-
age to the young teenage

girls who look up to them
as role models.
     Professional golfer Ti-
ger Woods is another celeb-
rity whom the media is tar-
geting because of his infi-
delities.  In November
2009 the tabloids started
publishing stories about the
golfer cheating on his wife

with a nightclub manager.
Afterwards, numerous
other women began to
come clean and said that
they also had an affair with
him. Although some of the
allegations were true, every
channel on the television
and every newspaper and
magazine accused him of
not being a positive figure
anymore.  That he should

be ashamed of what he had
done.
     In early-2010 he lost
many endorsement deals,
including million dollar
deals with Gillette and
Accenture, because of the
scandal.  If it seems as
though Woods had never
been affected by anything
in his lifetime before his
sordid sex life.  Now his
career and personal image
has taken a tremendous
downfall; not only because
of endorsement losses but
also because of the words
and images the media has
plastered around the world.
One estimate puts his fi-
nancial loss at over $100
million.  But more than that
he will never get his pris-
tine and angelic image
back.
     Perhaps the most fa-
mous and heavily publi-
cized story in the last few
years is that of singer/actor
Chris Brown who was ar-
rested for his assault on
singer / then-girlfriend
Rihanna.  The incident hap-
pened in Los Angeles in
February 2009 on the night
of the Grammy Awards.  It
was supposed to be one of

the most memorable nights
for both stars, but turned
out to be one of the worst
nights in both their lives.
Brown and Rihanna’s
heated brawl apparently
started because he received
a text message from an ex-
girlfriend. Reports show
that he beat the “Um-
brella” singer and threat-
ened to kill her.
     This story caught the
media’s attention immedi-
ately, was sent around the
world in a milli-second,
and from there Brown’s
career went south.  Maga-
zines, newspapers, and ev-
ery news station you could
possibly turn on called the
young male singer names
such as “woman beater”
and a “monster.”  The story
with all its sordid details
burned like an out of con-
trol wildfire on the Internet.
Like Tiger Woods, he also
lost endorsements because
of this scandal.  Although
the singer gave a taped pub-
lic apology, some say that
they feel sorry for him be-
cause his career will never
be the same.  Aren’t there
supposed to be conse-
quences for your actions?
What about personal re-
sponsibility?
     It seems as though no
matter how a celebrity
reaches the top of the Hol-
lywood scene they fail to
realize that every negative
thing they do will most cer-
tainly end up in the media
tabloids and will probably
ruin their careers in sec-
onds.  The media does have
a way of turning a person
in the public eye into a
monster and even though
some celebrities such as
Kobe Bryant, Whitney
Houston, and Bill Clinton
have managed to turn their
careers around.  They can
never get their reputation
and careers back to where
they were prior to their in-
discretion.  The respect is
lost.  As for Olsen, Woods
and Brown, only time will
tell if these public figures
can get their careers back
on track and regain their
success in the Hollywood
world.

The latest celebrities providing grist for the media grill are Heidi Montag, Larry King and
Sandra Bullock.  Does a public figure have the right to a private life? It’s a complex answer.

The Final Senior Project

Time to call it a “high school” career as senior Crystal Payne, with assistance from
classmate Ericka Laurent, does her final presentation (topic: activism in the 1960’s) in
English instructor Dave Konkol’s Advanced Placement class.
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TR Alum Weatherspoon Makes It “Official” in the Music Biz
     Persistence pays off, es-
pecially when you never
lose the Falcon spirit.
Daniel Weatherspoon, a
1998 Thornridge graduate,
was named “Producer of
the Year” at this year’s Stel-
lar Awards held at the
Grand Ole Opry in Nash-
ville, Tennessee, on Janu-
ary 16, 2010.  The Harvey
native was also nominated
for “Instrumental of the
Year” for the title track of
his 2009 album, “Official.”
     Weatherspoon, the
C.E.O. of Long Life Enter-
tainment  (www.longlife
e n t e r t a i n m e n t . c o m ) ,
writes, plays keyboards,
and produces his own mu-
sic.  He has played with
and/or produced such well-
known artists as The Clark
Sisters, Fred Hammond,
and Bishop T.D. Jakes.  He
is also an artist and reper-
toire director for Kingdom
Records.  He received his
Bachelor of Arts degree in
Music from Northern Illi-
nois University in 2003.
He cites current TR Band

Director David Eanes for
his decision to pursue a ca-
reer in music, inspiring him
to learn as much about
music while under his tu-
telage as a student at the
‘ridge.
     Review of his award-
winning album “Official:”
     “It’s official… irrefut-
able and undeniable. Mae-
stro Daniel Weatherspoon
has forever changed gospel
music with his first solo
project, “Official.”  The
fusion of gospel and jazz
will revolutionize the in-
dustry!  With talent and fi-
nesse Weatherspoon suc-
cessfully alternates be-
tween genres and musical
roles (producer, songwriter,
and keyboards).  This is not
your usual gospel CD and
Weatherspoon offers no
excuses, no regrets, and no
limitations; just a master-
ful collection of songs and
instrumentals. “Official’s”
“bop-your-head” style and
provocative lyrics (derived
from the artist’s own life
experiences) will resonate

in your soul long after the
tracks end.  On a universal
level, they represent “the
every man’s story” seasons
of peaks and valleys in this
journey called life.
     Never one to get too
comfortable or predictable,
the seasoned musician re-
cently left the familiarity of
Chicago and relocated to
the city Nashville.  This

music metropolis has en-
abled Weatherspoon to sur-
round himself with indus-
try moguls, music and pub-
lishing houses, as well as a
myriad of Christian artists,
professionals, and aggres-
sive entrepreneurs.  In ad-
dition, Weatherspoon re-
cently launched Longlife
Entertainment, Inc., which
is an umbrella company for

record production, record
sales and artist manage-
ment.  His goal is to deliver
refreshing, yet trend-setting
music and to provide
knowledge and security
through artist management.
The company’s operating
principles are designed to
attract high caliber artists
who desire an environment
that centers on a nucleus of
like-minded, forward-
thinkers seeking new and
innovative modes of ex-
pression.
     “Official” reveals that
Weatherspoon is a major
player in the Gospel Funk
arena and is able to tran-
scend limitations.  Over
two decades in the music
industry, coupled with
tracks developed from an
instrumental point of view
will raise the bar and el-
evate this new genre to the
top of the charts.  Listen to
Maestro Weatherspoon’s
unprecedented style and
hear how he enlivens in-
struments and teaches Gos-
pel how to scat jazz.

Falcon alum Daniel Weatherspon, Class of 1998, is moving up in
the world of gospel music with his award winning disc, “Official.”

     Facebook has become
the biggest high school
controversy ever.  It calls
your name when you’re
bored, especially when
you’re looking for a dis-
traction from typing that
research paper.  It urges you
to log in when you come
home from school.
Whether you’re just check-
ing up on your friends or
trying to keep up on the
highlight of the day, it can
still draw you into the
cyber-world.  Yes, this
seemingly harmless and
convenient hobby can get
you in trouble, if not irri-
tate you.  It can be a clever
way to network, but at the
same time it can be a hor-
rible deathtrap.
     How many times have
you gotten angry or even
yelled at your computer

“Facebook: Stay Away from It!!!”
How It’s Taking Over Our Lives!

By: Brittney Hopgood because you saw a ridicu-
lous status?  We don’t want
to know what you’re doing
every five minutes because
it’s never that interesting!
Please, spare us by writing
something more meaning-
ful and dare we say, inspi-
rational.  True, those ran-
dom posts can be funny and
relatable; but we usually
find them irritating and,
dare I say it, stupid.
(Please refrain from in-
forming us on why you and
your boyfriend broke up or
why so and so and what’s
her face got into it.
Really…we don’t care!)
     Facebook is “the home
of the alter egos.”  Ladies,
you’re not Barbies!  Guys,
stop stunting!  It seems like
the quietest person in
school is the craziest per-
son on Facebook. The most
common thing that people
do on Facebook is try to

make themselves into
something they’re not. 
This is because when you
log into your Facebook ac-
count, everything is laid out
for you, becoming your
own personal world.  You
can speak freely on your
profile and status, post fa-
vorite pictures of yourself
and friends, and you can
join groups with people
that share your common
interests.  On Facebook it’s
your world.  You can shape
and mold your information
and profile in any way you
see fit.
     Still, Facebook has pre-
vailed over any other social
networking site such as
Tagged and MySpace.  The
layout of the website is
much cleaner than
MySpace’s flashy back-
grounds and loud music.  It
can help you spy on your
boyfriend or girlfriend,

stalk a crush, and it can
even help you organize an
event such as a family re-
union or a party.
     Another good note is
that Facebook can help you
locate those family mem-
bers with whom you’ve lost
touch.  This latest Internet
trend can be compared to
one big telephone book —
you can look up anyone you
choose, and communicate
with them quickly and eas-
ily.
     However, while your
friends list increases, your
privacy level decreases.  It
seems like on Facebook
people are disclosing more
and more personal infor-
mation by the day.  Some
people are even crazy
enough to show, on their
profiles, their phone num-
bers and hometown loca-
tion, where they are, and
where they can be found at

when their not at home.
Remember anything you
post on this site or any other
for that matter can now be
viewed by the entire world.
Human resources directors
and personnel mangers are
now checking Facebook as
a ways eliminate those em-
ployees that can embarrass
or put their business in a
bad light.
     Facebook is rapidly tak-
ing over our lives!  Think
about it…we even have
phone applications dedi-
cated to catering to your
Facebook needs when
you’re away from your
home computer.  It fuels
much of the gossip and
controversy around TR.  At
the same time we can’t help
but love this latest Internet
trend.  To think you’re
probably reading this as
you comment on
someone’s wall.
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     Congratulations to 2008 Thornridge graduate Jeneva
McCall who earned All-American honors this spring at
the N.C.A.A. Championships while competing in the
weight throw and shot put for the Southern Illinois Uni-
versity – Carbondale women’s track team.  McCall, who
competing for the Falcon track team during her fours
years at TR, was a two-time state finalist in 2007 and
2008.  Way to go Jeneva!

     After four arduous years of battling for Falcon Pride, 52 senior athletes were hon-
ored at the annual Senior Athletic Award Night on May 19, 2010.  Sponsored by the
Thornridge Athletic Department, the night celebrated the achievements of seniors
who participated in cross country, volleyball, wrestling, basketball, softball, baseball,
and track & field.
     Most Valuable Male & Female Athletes of the Year were Brenton Adams and
Veronica Winston.  Honorees must have lettered in two-or-more varsity sports, eli-
gible their entire sports season, demonstrate worthy citizenship, and embody the char-
acteristics of positive attitude, commitment, dedication, and enthusiasm, both in the
classroom and in athletic competition, and be a graduating senior of the Class of
2010.
     Salvatore R. Salato Male & Female Scholar Athlete of the Year were Darryl Chavers
and Melanie Benford.  Honorees must have maintain a 3.5 or better grade-poing-
average their entire four years, competed on the varsity level during both their junior
and senior years, demonstrated 110% intensity in both games and practice, and be a
graduating senior of the Class of 2010.
     Scholar athletes:  Melanie Benford, Garrick Bradley, Darryl Chavers, Ne’Cara
McClendon, and Loren Williams.
     Three-sport athlete:  Veronica Winston.
     Two-sport athletes:  T’Keyton Abrams, Brenton Adams, George Benson, Joshua
Bonner, Darryl Chavers, Camille Davis, Monae Hull, Kendra Landrum, Kenya
Landrum, Aaron Rose, Willie Straughter, LaShaila Thomas, Derrick Wilbon, and
Veronica Winston.
     One-sport athletes:  Melanie Benford, Christina Blandin, Garrick Bradley, Jerron
Charles, Melody Cokes, Steven Danridge, Signora Drake, Yeasha Figgures, Ashley
Gladney, Timothy Hardy, Brittany Hebron, Deven Hill, Masala Hobbs, Kenyon Johnson,
Kendall Lett, DeVon Lewis, Marchand Mailey, Ne’Cara McClendon, Jaton Muhammad,
Michael Redmond, Shayna Robinson, Sarai Sadler, Kenisha Sheriff, La’Ty Swain,
Kadeem Taylor, Myron Terrell, Karlie Thomas, Milani Thomas, James Ware, Johnnie
Willett, Aaron Williams, Loren Williams, Kelvin Wilson, Marzene Winston, Trent
Wright, and Ta’Sha Young.

Athletic Awards Honors 52 SeniorsTR Alum McCall
Heads to Nationals

Sports Anchor Baker
Returns to the ‘Ridge

TR graduate and current Channel 2 television sports an-
chor Ryan Baker, returned to the ‘ridge on March 31st to
speak to Falcons about what it takes to be successful in
life.  Baker described his ascent from working on the
Bagpipe newspaper and taking Radio & Television
classes to his current position on the Channel 2 news.

“Better Luck Next Time Kids!”

And it’s two-in-row for the faculty as TR staffers put a world of hurt on the stu-
dents at this year’s annual Faculty-Student basketball game.  When the horn sounded
it was a 65-51 win for the “old timers.”  See kids...experience triumphs over youth
every time!
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2010 Senior Athletes Honored at Awards Night

Salato Award Honorees
Darryl Chavers & Melanie Benford

Most Valuable Athletes
Brenton Adams & Veronica Winston

Three-Sport Athlete
Veronica Winston

Two-Sport Athletes
Front:  Michael Adams, Darryl Chavers, Monae Hull, Kendra
Landrum, Keyna Landrum, LaShaila Thomas;
Back:  T’Keyton Abrams, Brenton Adams, Camille Davis, Aaron Rose,
Willie Straughter

Class of 2010 Senior Athletes
Front:  Melanie Benford, Michael Adams, Darryl Chavers, Christina
Blandin, Yeashea Figgures, Masala Hobbs, Monae Hull, Kendra Landrum,
Kenya Landrum, DeVon Lewis, Veronica Winston, Trent Wright; (Middle)
T’Keyton Abrams, Melody Cokes, Brenton Adams, Hali Costanzo, Camille
Davis, Tim Hardy, Ta’Sha Young, Shayna Robinson, Aaron Rose, Kenisha
Sheriff, James Ware, LaShaila Thomas, Loren Williams, Myron Terrell;
(back) Garrick Bradley, Steven Danridge, Deven Hill, Willie Straughter,
La’Ty Swain, Derrick Wilbon, Aaron Williams, Marzene Winston

Scholar Athletes (3.0-3.5)
Front:  Kendra Landrum, Christina Blandin,
Monae Hull, Kenya Landrum;
Back:  Kelvin Wilson, Aaron Williams, Melody
Cokes, LaShaila Thomas.

Scholar Athletes (3.5 or better)
Camille Davis, Darryl Chavers, Garrick

Bradley, Melanie Benford, Loren Williams
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Scoreboard Photo Key:  1) High jumper Khalie Stubblefield soars high; 2)
Michael Adams gets set for the relay; 3) Pole Vaulter Alan Rattle
is up and over; 4) Shortstop Kenya Landrum prepares to fire one
to first; 5) Hali Costanzo gives it her all in the shotput; 6) Pitcher
Brie-Anna Williams  uncorks a fastball; 7) Shortstop DeShun
Givance unleashes a perfect strike to complete the double-play;
8) Josha Bonner launches a hard drive to deep rightfield.

3

1

2

4 5 6

7 8

Baseball
  Varsity  4-18
  Sophomore:  0-22
   Freshmen:  0-21
Softball
  Varsity  2-17
  Sophomore  5-21
  Freshman  2-24
Girls Track (Best)
TR over Andrew 80-47
Boys Track (Best)
  TR wins “Blue Smoke,
IkeRelays,
& Lockport Invite
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